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THE 


PREFACE. 

K  may  juftly  be  quejlioned ,  whether  many  of  the 

late  fVr iters ,  who  have  communicated  their 
Thoughts  to  the  Public  concerning  the  Corn  Trade , 
have  not  confidered  the  Affair  in  too  refrained 
a  light ;  as  alfo  whether  the  Alterations  they  pro- 
pofe  in  the  Method  of  carrying  on  this  T rade ,  and 
the  Amendments  they  would  ?nake  in  the  Laws 
relating  thereto ,  would  fuit  any  other  than  par¬ 
ticular  Places. 

It  is  a  quite  different  Thing  to  make  Laws  for 
the  Regulation  of  Trade  in  one  particular  Town 5 
and  to  make  Laws  for  Regulating  fo  conftderable 
a  Trade  as  that  of  Corn  is  throughout  fo  large  a 
Kingdom  as  this  of  Great-Britain  ;  which  mufi  be 
acknowledged  by  all \  who  confider  how  much  the 
annual  Produce  in  many  Places  falls  fhort  of  the 
general  Confumption  of  the  Inhabitants ,  whiljl  in 
others  it  exceeds  it. 

Thefe  Confider ations  have  given  rife  to  the 
following  Effay^ ;  wherein  is  laid  down  a  general , 
but  fair  Relation 5  in  what  Method  the  Corn  Trade 
is  at  prefent  carried  on  in  thefe  Kingdoms ;  together 
with  the  Laws  relating  thereto  :  And  till  the  Na¬ 
ture  and  Method  of  carrying  on  this  Bufinefs  in 
general  is  well  underftood ,  it  is  hardly  poffible  to 
make  Laws  for  its  Regulation  with  any  Proba¬ 
bility  of  Succefs. 
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A  Short 

ESSAY 

ON  THE 

CORN  TRADE, 

AND 

CORN  LAWS. 


JOtCSOSSSPULTHOUGH  it  be  the  general 

Opinion,  that  the  prefent  Dear- 
A  ^fvv£  ne^s  °f  Corn  arifi^  principally 
from  the  Avarice  of  the  Farmers 

anc*  Inic3uity  t^ie  Fa(^orsJ  Mer¬ 
chants,  Millers,  Bakers  and  Deal¬ 
ers  in  Corn ;  yet  there  is  Caufe  to  believe,  that 
it  aiifes  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  from  a  real 
Scarcity,  occafioned  by  the  fhort  Crops,  which 
for  three  or  four  Years  paft  have  been  in  the 
Weft  and  Northweft  Parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  from  the  general  Shortnefs  of  the  Crop 
throughout  the  whole  Kingdom  in  the  Year 
1756.  For  fuppofing  the  Crop  of  the  lad 
Year  1757  to  have  been  as  good  as  the  fine 

Profpect 
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Profpedt  in  the  Field  promifed,  [which  there  is 
Reafon  to  doubt,  much  of  it  being  lighter,  by 
two  or  three  Pounds  in  a  Bulhel,  than  in  fine 
It  ears,  from  the  Blight  or  Mildew  brought  on  by 
the  dry  Weather]  it  would  not  be  fufficient  to  re¬ 
duce  the  Price  much,  or  foon,  as  little  or  no 
old  Stock  was  left  remaining,  and  of  Courfe  a 
much  larger  Quantity  of  this  Year’s  Growth 
mult  be  already  coniumed  than  is  ufual  at  this 
Time  of  the  Year.  To  confirm  thefe  Obferva- 
tions,  if  we  recur  to  former  Times,  we  fhall 
find  that  in  the  Year  1693  Wheat  rofe  from 
2I.  6s.  to  3I.  7s.  ^  Quarter,  and  was  not 
much  under  that  Price  [except  in  1695,  when 
it  was  2I.  13s.]  till  1700,  when  it  came  down 
to  40s.  In  1709  Wheat  rofe  from  2I.  is.  6d. 
to  3!.  1 8 s.  6d.  at  which  Price,  within  Sixpence, 
it  continued  the  next  Year,  and  was  not  fo 
low  as  40s.  till  1718.  In  1740  Wheat  rofe  to 
2I.  15s.  from  il.  17s.  6d.  and  though  the 
Clamour  was  at  that  Time  as  much  againft 
Farmers,  &c.  as  it  now  is,  and  the  Harveft  of 
1741  was  good,  both  as  to  Quantity  and  Qua¬ 
lity,  yet  Wheat  was  at  2I.  7s.  throughout  that 
Year  ;  though  in  1742  it  came  down  to  il.  12s 
and  after  that  continued  declining,  and  was 
cheap  to  1745. 

But  how  reafonable  foever  this  may  feem, 
yet  it  mult  be  owned  that  the  general  Opinion, 
even  amongft  many  Perfons  of  Rank  and  Cha- 
radter,  appears  to  be  on  the  oppofite  Side  of 
the  Qtieftion.  The  Dearnefs  of  Corn  is  felt; 
arid  how  to  bring  the  Corn  Trade  under  fuch 
Regulations  for  the  future,  as  to  prevent  the 
like  Diftrefs  hereafter,  is  under  the  Confideration 
of  thePai  liament.  And  we  may juftly  expedt  from 
the  Integrity  and  Abilities  of  the  Honourable 
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Perfons  to  whom  this  Affair  is  committed,  that 
the  Bufinefs  of  the  Corn  Trade  will  be  thorough¬ 
ly  examined,  from  the  firft  throwing  of  the 
Seed  into  the  Ground,  to  the  Confumption  of 
the  Produdt  in  Bread  and  Drink,  or  the  Ex¬ 
portation  of  fuch  Part  of  it  as  may  at  any 
Time  be  conveniently  fpared  ;  as  alfo  that  the  fe- 
veral  Laws  which,  fince  Edward  vr.  have  been 
made  in  Relation  thereto,  with  the  good  or  bad 
Effects  they  have  had,  and  wherein  and  why 
Expectations  of  them  have  been  anlwered 
or  failed,  will  be  carefully  enquired  into  and 
examined,  and  the  Laws  themielves  in  conle- 
quence  thereof  be  either  confirmed  or  amended. 

Corn  is  to  be  confidered  both  as  a  Food  and 
Merchandize.  The  providing  it  either  by  grow¬ 
ing  or  importing,  its  Prefervation  for  Ufe  or 
Sale,  the  Preparation  of  it  for  Food  by  c  rind¬ 
ing  and  baking,  the  fixing,  or  rather  declaring, 
the  Price  of  Bread,  and  what  Weight  the  fame 
fhould  be  of  according  to  the  Price  of  Corn, 
are  particulars  which  have  at  all  times,  and  in 
all  places,  been  more  or  lefs  the  Care,  and 
fallen  under  the  Direction  of  the  Civil  Mamf- 
trates.  The  Parliaments  of  this  Kingdom^as 
appears  by  the  Statute  Book,  have  frequently 
ad  this  matter  under  their  Confideration,  and 
generally  treated  it  in  the  View  we  have  men¬ 
tioned  above,  both  as  Food  and  Merchandize. 
In  almoft  every  Statute  which  attempts  any  Re- 
gu  ation  in  this  Trade,  we  may  vifibly  difcern 
they  have  endeavoured  to  order  it  fo,  that  while 
they  were  guarding  againft  any  thing  which 
might  tend  to  diftrels  the  Poor,  they  have 
taken  care  that  Tillage  fhould  not  be  difcourag- 
e  •  To  this  End  they  have  generally  fixed  the 

Prices 


/ 


(  8  ) 

Prices  at  which  all  Perfons  might  buy  and  lay 
up  Corn,  or  export  it ;  and  feem  to  have  en¬ 
deavoured,  by  all  poffible  Means,  to  make  the 
People  fee  it  in  the  fame  Light  ■,  having  in  the 
Space  of  Seventy-nine  Years,  beginning  with 
1^48,  the  5th  of  Edward  vi.  and  ending  with 
1627  the  3d  of  Charles  1.  palled  Eight  feveral 
A£fs,  as  may  be  leen  below,  in  which  they 
have'increafed  the  Exportation  Price  from  6s.  8d. 
[equal  to  20s.  ol  our  Money]  to  32S-  the  Quar¬ 
ter.  Plow  this  Trade  was  managed  during  the 
Rebellion  doth  not  appear.  But  on  the  Refto- 
ration,  in  1660,  the  Exportation  Price  was 
immediately  fet  at  40s.  the  Quarter.  In  1663, 
only  three  Years  after,  it  was  carried  to  48s. 
By  this  Law,  which  appears  to  have  an- 
fv/ered  the  Intentions  of  the  Legillature,  as 
Wheat,  which  for  20  Years  before,  viz.  from 
1646  to  1666,  had  been  on  the  Average 
ol  i7s  ed.  i  Quarter,  was  for  20  Years 
after,  viz.  from  1666  to  1686  only  2I.  6s.  3c}. 

Quarter  on  the  Average,  it  was  enacted, 
that  when  Wheat  doth  not  exceed  that  Price, 
all  and  every  Perfon  may  buy,  lay  up  and  keep 
the  fame,  and  fell  it  again,  under  fuch  Regu¬ 
lations  as  by  the  Paid  A6t  are  laid  down 
-1  his  was  a  virtual  Repeal  of  the  Afts  5  and  6 
of  Edward  v  1.  and  5  Elizabeth  fo  lar  at  lead 
us  they  regard  Licenfing  till  Wheat  is  48s. 
[or  doublets,  upon  palling  this  Aft,,  many 
en ''acred  in  the  Corn  Trade,  who  were  not 
qualified  to  take  out  Licenfes  by  the  former 
Statutes,  and  if  at  any  Time  it  happened 
that  out  of,  or  between  the  Quarter  Seffions, 
Wheat  came  to  exceed  48s.  when  none  could 
be  liceufed,  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  all 
buying  and  felling  Corn  Pnould  ceaie  tiU 
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cenfes  could  be  granted  ;  nor  would  it  be 
right  to  oblige  fuch,  who  were  not  qualified 
to  take  Licences  by  the  former  Afts,  and  yet 
had  legally*  while  Wheat  was  under  48s.  by 
this  Aft,  engaged  their  Fortunes  in  this  Trade, 
immediately  to  leave  off*,  and  where  would 
others  be  found,  who  had  lufficient  Knowledge, 
or  were  difpofed  and  ready  to  enter  into  this 
Trade,  which  any  might  again  refume  on  the 
Fall  of  the  Prices  of  Grain. 

It  might  be  the  Intent  of  the  Propofers,- 
or  Makers  of  this  Law  [15  Car .  n.]  to  leave  the? 
Corn  Trade,  as  it  hath  in  Effeft  been  ever  fince, 
free  and  open,  and  lo  much  did  the  Defire  of  ma¬ 
king  Corn  a  Merchandize  then  prevail,  that  in  the 
Year  1670  an  Aft  was  palled  allowing  Wheat  to 
be  exported  even  after  it  exceeded  48s.  paying 
the  Cuftom  ;  from  which  Time  till  1688  the 
Average  Price  of  Wheat  was  2I.  6s.  a  Quar¬ 
ter  ;  in  which  Year,  neverthelefs,  an  Aft  was 
palled,  repealing  all  Cuftom,  and  giving  a 
Bounty  of  5s.  $  Quarter  on  Exportation,  till 
it  fhould  exceed  48s.  the  Quarter  ;  after  which, 
till  1693,  Wheat,  on  the  Average,  was  36s.  3d. 
<3^  Quarter  only  ;  but  growing  and  continuing 
dearer  till  1698,  the  Exportation  was  forbid 
for  one  Year,  and  then,  for  9  Months,  the 
Bounty  was  fufpended  ;  from  the  Expiration  of 
which  Term,  till  1709*  Wheat  continued 
cheap,  the  Average  Price  being  il.  14s.  3d. 
ty*  Quarter  ;  but  in  that  Year  it  fofe  to  3I.  1 8s. 
6d.  ^  Quarter,  and  Exportation  was  again 
prohibited  for  one  Year  *,  yet  Wheat  was  never 
under  40s.  till  1718  ;  from  which  Time,  till 
1725,  it  continued  under  that  Price;  from 
1725  to  1730  it  was  on  the  Average  zL  7s.  8d. 
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and  in  the  Year  1729  an  Act  was  pafled,  re¬ 
garding  the  Importation,  [as  alfo  in  1732]  and 
the  Method  of  enquiring  into  the  Price,  in  order 
to  fix  the  Duty  on  Importation,  was  fettled. 

From  1729  to  174°  the  fkice  was  I5S>  7^* 
Quarter;  in  which  Year  the  Price  was 
2I.  15s.  and  the  Exportation  again  prohibited 
for  one  Year.  It  continued  at  2I.  7s.  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Year;  but  from  thence  to  1756  the 
Price  was  il.  14s.  3d.  In  the  latter  End  of  that 
Year,  and  the  Beginning  of  1757,  growing  ex- 
cefiive  dear,  and  great  Didurbances  arifing  under 
Pretence  of  the  high  Price,  the  Parliament  again 
took  the  Affair  into  Confideration,  and  palled 
one  Aft  to  flop  the  Diftillery,  another  to  prohi¬ 
bit  for  a  Year  the  Exportation,  and  a  third  to 
allow  the  Importation  Duty  free,  for  a  Time 
certain  ;  in  which  Adis,  (all  which  A£fs  have 
have  been  revived  and  continued  this  prefent 
Semens)  fuch  neceffary  Claufcs  were  inferted 
as  prove  they  never  forgot  or  intended  to  op- 
prefs  the  F'armer,  whilft  they  endeavoured  to 
relieve  the  Poor. 

But  Corn  is  ftill  dear,  and  the  Difcontent  near 
the  fame,  and  how  far  the  Farmers  and  others 
concerned  in  the  Corn  Trade  may  be,  or  are 
culpable,  or  whether  all,  or  any  of  them,  are  to 
blame  at  all,  may  in  fome  measure  be  determi¬ 
ned  by  refledting  on  the  Nature  of,  and  the 
manner  in  which,  each  branch  of  this  bufinefs  is 
tranfafted,  and  perhaps,  what  follows  may  be 
of  fome  Ufe  to  that  End. 

In  regard  to  the  procuring  a  fufficient  Provi- 
fion  of  our  own  Growth,  or  by  Importation, 
the  Legiflature  feems  to  have  taken  the  follow¬ 
ing  Care.  Frrft,  as  muen  as  pcffible  by  encou- 
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raging  the  Farmer  to  till  fo  much  Land,  that  our 
o4m  Growth  may  be  fufficient,  and,  in  Cale  it 
fhould  exceed  the  Confumption,  by  mak.ng  I  > 
vifion  fora  Bounty  to  be  paid  in  order  to  export 
the  Surplus,  whereby  the  Farmer’s  Fears  of 
Lofs,  in  that  Cafe,  are  removed,  or  rather 
prevented.  Secondly,  by  a  Law  impowenng 
the  Magiftrates  every  fix  or  three  Months  to 
allow  of  the  Importation  for  fix  or  three 
Months  to  come,  on  a  very  moderate  Duty, 
after  Wheat  exceeds  53s.  4d.  the  Quarter,  and 
by  the  late  Aft,  for  a  time  certain,  Duty  free  •, 
in  all  which,  as  was  before  obferved,  the  In- 
tereft  of  the  Farmer  was  remembered  as  well  as 

the  Necefiities  of  the  Poor. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  con  fide  r 
more  at  large  the  Circumftances,  and  ^general 
Method  of  Marketing,  of  our  prel'ent  Farmers, 
or  Growers  of  Corn,  and  the  Merchants,  I  ac¬ 
tors,  and  others,  concerned  in  this  Trade. 

Now  the  Farmers  may  be  divided  into  four 
ClafTes,  viz.  the  poor  Farmer,  the  Farmer  in 
moderate  Circumftances,  the  Farmer  in  good 
Circumftances,  and  the  rich  Farmer. 

1.  The'poor  Farmers,  who  are  very  nume¬ 
rous,  with  great  Difficulty  and  Labour,  and 
feldom  without  fome  Credit,  as  well  from  the 
Shopkeepers,  as -their  Landlord,  aie  able  to  inb- 
fift  themfelves  and  Families  till  after  Harvdt, 
and  their  Crops  are  generally  all  threfhed,  Fold, 
and  gone  before  Chriftmas,  or  by  the  Time  their 
Lands  are  in  order  and  the  Seed  put  into  die 

Ground  tor  the  next  Year’s  Crop. 

2.  The  Farmers  in  moderate  Circum. ranees, 
whole  Necefiities,  neve,  thelefs,  are  fuch,  that, 
as,  each  Seed-time,  every  Quarter,  -and  1  air 

B  2  come  . 
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come  round,  they  are  obliged  to  raife  Money 
to  defray  the  Expence,  pay  Rent,  or  buy  in 
live  Stock,  and,  it  they  have  any  Corn  left  in 
May,  they  think  themfelves  well  off’ 

3.  The  Farmers  in  good  Circum  fiances,  who 
generally  have  it  in  their  Power,  after  leeding 
their  Lands,  paying  Rent,  purchafing  live  Stock, 
and  paying  all  other  Expences  through  the 
Year,  to  referve  a  few  Loads  of  Wheac  to  fell 
in,  or  alter  Harveft,  in  order  to  bear  the  Ex¬ 
pence  thereof,  and  in  Expeftation,  if  the  Seafon 
fhould  prove  bad,  to  make  a  better  Price  than 
before  Harveft. 

4.  The  rich  Farmers,  who  are  in  a  Capacity, 
as  to  Fortune,  to  keep  the  whole,  or  the  great- 
eff  part  of  their  Crops,  the  Year  over,  {pecu¬ 
late  on  the  Markets,  threfh  out  and  fell  when 
they  like  the  Price.  Thefe  in  fome  meafure 
ferve  at  their  own  private  Expence  the  fame 
Purpofe  as  public  Magazines,  and  without 
many  ill  Confequences  which  might  attend  fuch 
Magazines,  keeping  a  Quantity  of  Corn  in  the 
Nation,  and  the  Markets  from  being  unreafo- 
nably  dear ;  and,  whatever  may  be  thought, 
thefe  Men  fcarcely  ever  have  it  in  their  Power, 
however  in  their  Wid,  to  diftrefs  the  Poor  ;  for 
their  Numbers  are  but  fmall,  comparatively 
fpeaking,  and  the  Wafle  made  by  Vermin  makes 
their  Expence  in  keeping  it  very  great,  and  fre¬ 
quently  forces  them  to  market  fooner,  than  they 
might  otherwife  intend  to  go. 

The  next  thing  to  be  confidered  is  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  Corn  when  grown,  both  for  Ufe 
and  Sale,  and  in  this  regard  is  to  be  had  both  to 
Quantity  and  Quality.  Such  Quantity  fhould 

be 
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be  always  in  the  Nation  as  will  be  diffident  for 
the  Confumption  of  the  current  Year,  and  alfo 
tofupply  any  accidental  Deficiency  in  the  Crop; 
and  this  muft  be  kept,  either  in  public  Maga¬ 
zines,  or  private  Hands.  How  far  the  Farmers 
keep,  or  can  keep,  may  be  obferved  from  the 
Account  of  their  ufual  Method  of  Trade,  as 
before  related,  from  which  it  may  be  gathered 
that  the  Sale  in  the  fore  part  of  the  Year,  or 
immediately  after  Harveft,  is  more  than  the 
Confumption,  and  if  the  Excefs  is  not  then  laid 
up  in  Granaries,  the  fame  would  be,  in  all  Pro¬ 
bability  exported,  and  Corn  before  the  next 
Harveft  become  lcarce,  and  confequently  dear. 
But  this  is  provided  for  and  prevented  by 
A£f  15  Car .  II.  which  enables,  or  impowers, 
^11  Perfons  to  buy,  and  lay  it  up;  in  confequence 
of  which  many  fubfift  by  ftoring  up  this  Excefs 
at  their  own  Rilque,  and  the  Public,  or  Legif- 
lature,  have  feldom  any  Neceflity  to  take  any 
care  about  it,  and  were  never  yet  (at  lead  fince 
this  A6t  palled)  obliged  to  form  Magazines, 
which,  if  ever  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  do, 
might  become  a  very  great  Difcouragement  to 
Tillage,  and  the  Corn  Trade,  and  in  the  End 
make  Corn  dearer  than  before,  as  the  Farmer, 
feeing  large  Quantities  collected  together  in  one 
View,  might  imagine  Corn  would  never  bear  a 
Price  for  the  future,  and  the  Fear  of  the  Mar¬ 
ket  being  fpoiled  by  the  Magazines  being  open- 
ed  would  prevent  all  private  Perfons  from  keep¬ 
ing  a  fufficient  Quantity  by  them,  to  carry  on 
their  Bufineis  with  Profit,  and  confequently  the 
Trade  would  decline,  or  be  in  a  manner  let  t  off, 
which  might  be  attended  with  many  other  ill 
Conrequences,  at  prelent  impofiible  to  be  known. 
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or  forefcen.  Neither  can  that  Care  be  taken  to 
preferve  the  Corn  from  Corruption,  Decay,  or 
being  diminifhed  or  deftroyed  by  Vermin,  in 
inch  public  Magazines,  as  in  private  Hands, 
and  consequently  the  Goodneis  ot  the  Quality 
cannot  be  fo  well  prelerved  ;  for  they  will  iefr 
dom  be  emptied  more  than  once  a  Year,  and  all, 
who  know  the  Corn  Trade,  know  how  difficult 
it  is  in  this  Climate  to  preferve  Corn  Iweet,  alter 
it  is  out  of  die  Straw,  for  the  whole  Year 
round. 

But  in  private  Hands,  though  the  Quantity 
may  be,  and  generally  is,  as  large  as  it  would 
be  in  public  Magazines,  yet  it  is  always  circu¬ 
lating,  by  many  fhifted  once  a  Month,  and 
by  fcarcely  any  lefs  than  three  T  imes  a  ±  ear ;  in 
Confequence  of  which  the  Corn  hath  no  1  ime 
to  decay,  and  the  Vermin,  fuch  as  Rats  and 
Mice,  are  too  well  watched  to  be  permitted  to 
deftroy  it for  were  the  private  1  rader  to  fuf- 
fer  them  to  make  much  Wafte,  or  the  good 
Quality  of  but  a  frnall  Part  of  what  hecirculites 
in  the  Year  to  be  fpoiled,  by  the  natural  De¬ 
cay  of  the  Corn,  which  is  very  apt  to  heat, 
and  thereby  introduce  an  innumerable  Army  of 
Worms,  or  Weavils,  it  might  bid  fair  to  wipe 
off  all  his  Profits  for  that  Time. 

The  Preparation  of  the  Corn  for  Food,  by 
grinding  and  baking,  is  the  next  Confideratiom 
in  regard  to  both  which  our  Parliaments  have 
very  properly  anei  judicioufiy  interfered  •,  v/neie 
Corn  is  ground  for  Hire,  punifhing  the  Miller 
if  he  takes  more  than  his  juft  Due  for^Ioll, 
though  the  grinding  being  now  in  mod  Places 
paid  for  in  Money,  thefe  Laws  are  but  littie 

known ;  and  where  Bread  is  baked  for  Saie, 

fixing 
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fixing  the  Affize,  or  Weight  of  the  Penny  and 
other  Loaves,  according  to  the  Price  of  the 
Grain,  Meal,  or  Flour,  of  which  the  fame  is 
made,  having  regard  to  the  Sort  or  I  inends 
of  the  Bread,  by  which  the  Poor  are,  or  ought 
to  be,  fatisfied.  As  to  the  Baker,  he  hath  no 
more  than  a  reafonable  Allowance  ;  ano  if  he 
attempts  any  Fraud,  the  Magiftrate  has  it  in 
his  Power  to  punifh  him  for  the  fame. 

It  were  hard  to  fay  which  of  thefe  Trades 
lies  under  the  worft  Imputations  at  prefent; 
fome  of  them  are  of  a  lerious  Nature,  many 
trifling,  and  many  contrary  to  common  oenfe. 
What  Truth  there  is  in  any  of  them,  doubtlefs, 
the  Parliament  will  enquire,  and  cauie  thofe  to  be 
properly  punifhed  who  have  offended  againfc  any 
Law  now  in  being,  and  provide  fuch  Laws 
as  may  feem  proper  to  prevent  iuch  Male-prac¬ 
tices  in  both  Trades  for  the  future,  as  the  pre¬ 
fent  Laws  will  not  reach. 

What  has  been  already  faid  might  ferve  to 
give  a  general  Idea  of  the  Corn  I  rade  \  yet  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  be  a  little  more  parti¬ 
cular  in  regard  to  the  Method  in  which  it  is 
carried  on  by  Merchants  and  factors.  Meal- 
men  and  Meal-favors',  Millers  and  Bakers. 

Now,  Corn  may  be  confidered  as  a  Mer¬ 
chandize,  not  only  in  regard  of  the  Exportation 
to,  and  Importation  of  it  from,  foreign  Parts, 
but  alfo  in  regard  to  the  buying  and  trani port¬ 
ing  it  from  one  Part  of  the  fame  Kingdom  to 
another  ;  fince  in  many  Parts  much  more  is 
grown  than  the  Inhabitants  can  coniume,  and 
in  many  others  enough  is  not  grown  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  People*,  and  Merchants  and  FaVors 
are  employed  in  this  Bufinefs,  either  buying  on 
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their  own  Accounts,  or  by  Commiffion,  as 
Opportunity  offers.  And  this  muff  always 
have  been  the  Cafe,  as  the  Members  of  Cities 
and  large  Towns  being  employed  about  other 
Affairs,  and  often  at  a  great  Diftance  from  the 
growing  Counties,  can  neither  have  had  Leifure 
nor  Opportunity  to  fetch  it  themfelves ;  and 
thofe  Purveyors,  Laders,  Badgers,  Kidders* 
&  Carriers,  mentioned  in  the  old  Statutes,  muff 
have  been  Men  employed  in  the  fame  fort  of 
Bufinefs  as  our  prefen t  Merchants  and  Faftors 
are;  nor  was  the  Statute,  5  and  6  Edward  vi. 
made  to  give  rife  to,  but  to  regulate,  their  Me¬ 
thod  of  Trade,  fome  evil  Practices  having  crept  in 
among  them,  which  were  rather  increafed  by 
/  that  Law  than  removed,  as  appears  by  5  Eliz. 
all  which  Regulations  feem  to  have  been  rendred 
ufelels,  or  rather  repealed  by  Statute  1 5  Car.  11. 
as  was  before  obferved,  and  the  Corn  Trade 
left  in  a  Manner  free. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  thefe  Merchants 
and  Faftors  are  averfe  to  large  Profits,  or  that 
they  will  not  get  what  they  can  for  their  Trou-^ 
ble  ;  but  their  Number  feems  too  great  for 
them  ever  to  combine,  by  refufing  to  fell  at 
reafonable  Prices,  to  opprefs  the  People.  For 
as  the  Commodity  they  deal  in  isperifhabie,fhould 
they  ever  have  fuch  Thoughts,  they  might  lofc 
more  by  the  Corn. growing  worfe,  than  gain  by 
the  Contrivance,  before  they  could  attain  their 
Ends.  I  fay  not  that  it  is  impoffible,  that  At- 
temj  ts  oi  this  kind  may  be  fometimes  made  in 
particular  Places,  but  then  they  will  generally 
turn  out  to  the  Lois  of  fuch  Schemers,  whillt 
the  Pod  is  regular,  and  the  Com  Trade  con¬ 
tinues  ;  for  Intereft  never  flecps,  and  every 

Ad- 


Advance  ofPrice  is  quickly  known  to  all  Dealers, 
and  a  Defire  of  fharing  in  the  Profit  will  foon 
overftock  the  Market. 

Mealtnen  and  Mealfadtors  are  employed  in 
Meal  and  Flour,  as  Merchants  and  Factors  are 
in  Corn,  and  often  have  Mills  of  their  own, 
tho’  they  fometimes  hire  •,  but  in  the  laft  Cale 
the  Miller  is  but  a  very  inconfiderable  Perfon, 
barely  living  when  Corn  is  in  Plenty  round  his 
Mill,  and  at  other  Times  being  greatly  diitrei- 
fed  ;  which  hath  been  the  Real'on  that  many  oi 
them,  who  could  raife  a  Capital,  have  engaged 
in  the  Meal  and  FlourTrades,  adding  to  their  old 
Occupation  thole  ol  Mealmen,  and  Mealtadtors. 

Having  mentioned  the  Word  Capital,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  to  carry  on 
every  Branch  of  the  Corn  and  Flour  Trades,  a 
much  larger  Sum  of  Money  is  required  than 
may  commonly  be  imagined,  but  will  eafily  be 
believed,  when  it  is  remembered,  that  the 
whole  is  paid  lor  in  prelent  Mooney,  and  though 
fome  Part  may  be  leturned  in  a  Month,  yet  the 
whole,  by  thofe  who  have  any  confiderable 
Trade,  is  not  returned  more  than  three  or  four 
Times  in  a  Year  •,  and  he  that  cannot  in  plenti¬ 
ful  Markets  lay  in  a  Stock,  but  is  obliged  to 
buy  in  Proportion  to  his  Sales  in  fhort  Markets, 
will  find  his  Trade  turn  out  to  little  Account.  . 

The  following  general  Calculation  may  ferve 
to  illuftrate  this  ftill  more.  Suppofe  the  whole 
Number  of  the  People  to  be  fix  Millions,  and 
that  they  each  eat  one  Quarter  of  Bread  Coin 
yearly  of  thirty  Shillings  Value  ;  that  they 
each  drink  the  Produce  oi  four  Buihels,  in  the 
fame  Time,  of  the  Value  of  Ten  Shillings  ; 
that  the  whole  Quantity  of  Oats,  Beans  and 
other  Corn,  given  to  and  coniumed  by  Hoi- 

C  fes» 
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fes>  Hogs,  Oxen,  other  Cattle  and  Poultry 
in  the  fame  Time,  is  equal  in  Number  of  Quar¬ 
ters  to  hall  the  Quantity  confumed  in  Bread  on¬ 
ly  ;  each  Quarter  of  which  may  be  valued  on 
the  Average  at  fixteen  Shillings  :  And  laftly, 
fuppofe  the  annual  Quantity  exported  (though 
this  feems  mod  liable  to  be  doubted)  is  equal 
in  Value  to  one  Sixteenth  Part  of  the  Home 

Confumption,  and  that  the  Account  hands  thus 
viz.  9 


Quarter* 

Bread  Corn  — ■  —  6,000,000  at  30s. 

Corn  made  into  Drink  —  3>00°j000  at  20s. 

Oats,  &c.  for  Cattle  Sc  Poultry  3,000,000  at  16s. 


9,000,000  o 
3,000,000  o 
2,400,000  o 


d. 

o 

o 

o 


1  Total  of  the  Home  Confumption,  Value  £.  14,400,000  o  o 
Add  the  Value  of  thereof  for  the  Export  £.  900,000  o  o 


Total  Value  of  Corn  confumed  and  exported  £,  15,300,000  o  o 
Suppofe  the  Money  returned  4  Times  a  Year,  I  is  £.  3,825,000  o  o 


Now  let  us  confider,  that  though  fome  few 
concerned  in  the  Export  may  have  larger  Deal¬ 
ings  yet  he  is  reckoned  no  fmall  Trader  who 
returns  one  hundred  Qjuarters  weekly,  and 
Multitudes  do  not  return  forty  Quarters  in  that 
Time  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  let  us  refleft  .on  the 
Number  of  Perfons  who  muft  be  employed  in 
the  Corn  Trade,  (to  which  may  be  added  the 
Farmers  and  Growers,  who  probably  are  ten 
limes  more  in  Number  than  the  others)  and 
it  may  then  be  eafy  to  judge  how  far  it  may 
oe  like  y  they  fhould  all  combine  to  inhance 
the  Price,  more  than  the  Smallncfs  of  the  Quan¬ 
tity  may  require  •,  as  the  leaf!  of  them  all,  in 

fuch. 
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fuch  Cafes,  who  fhould  fell  through  Fear,  Ne- 
ceffity,  or  Inclination,  would  break  the  Knot. 
It  is  true,  an  Opinion  or  Prepoffeffion  that 
Things  are  fcarce  may  fometimes  accidentally 
run  through  the  Body,  and  raife  the  Price,  but 
nothing  but  a  real  Scarcity  can  fupport  it  y  and 
though  perhaps,  the  Steadinefs  in  the  Price  of 
Corn  may  be  deemed  a  certain  Proof  of  its  being 
in  Plenty  ;  yet  this  Steadinefs  may,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  be  preferved,  if  not  fometimes  pro¬ 
cured,  by  the  Magiftrates,  as  will  be  explained 
below.  * 

And  here  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  No¬ 
tice,  how  much  the  Generality  of  People  differ 
in  Opinion,  in  regard  to  the  whole  Quantity 
grown,  and  the  Proportion  which  the  annual 
Produce  of  Corn  in  this  Kingdom  bears  to  the 
Confumption,  or  rather  what  the  latter  bears 
to  the  former  ;  it  being  very  common  to  hear 
Men  of  good  Capacities  and  Underftanding  af- 
fert,  that  we  commonly  grow  enough  in  one 
Year  to  ferve  two,  often  three,  nay  fome  do  not 
fcruple  to  advance,  that  in  one  good  Year  we 
grow  enough  to  ferve  (even  Years.  In  fome 
particular  Parifhes  this  poffibly  may  he  true, 
but  it  is  very  far  from  being  the  Cafe  through¬ 
out  the  whole  Kingdom.  Let  us  only  fuppole 
we  grow  enough  to  ferve  fifteen  Months.  Now, 
to  make  the  Thing  plain,  we  fay,  that  in  twelve 
Months  we  confume  twelve  Quarters,  and  we 
fuppole,  that  the  Kxport  and  Diftiller  together 
take  off  one  Quarter  and  half  more,  which  is 
beyond  the  Truth  ;  in  this  Cafe  the  whole,  ufed 
and  exported,  will  amount  to  thirteen  Months 
and  a  half,  and  we  have  one  Month  and  a  half 
left  ;  which,  even  fuppofmg  our  Account  in 

C  2  regard 
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regard  to  the  Confumption  as  above,  to  exceed 
the  Truth,  one  fixth  Part  will  in  ten  Years 
amount  to  twelve  Millions  of  Quarters,  and  be 
worth  as  many  Pounds  at  leaft.  Now,  we  had 
ten  as  good  Years  as  ever  were  known  in  Suc- 
ceffion  from  1741  10  1751  ;  nay,  if  the  com¬ 
mon  Opinion  is  right,  we  have  had  fixteen. 
But  where  was  the  Corn  feen  in  1751  ?  Or  what 
is  become  of  it  now  ?  Let  us  reflect  on  the 
Appearance  of  Sracks  and  Fulnefs  of  Barns  after 
Harveft  in  every  Year,  and  then  fay  where  fuch 
a  Quantity  could  lie  concealed,  either  in  the 
Straw,  or  out.  It  could  not  be  hid.  Corn, 
even,  when  threfhed,  is  a  very  bulky  Commo¬ 
dity,  and  requires  much  Room  to  be  properly 
preferved  ;  and  when  lately  it  happened  that  a 
great  Quantity  of  Wheat  was  imported  into 
London  at  once,  which  could  not  be  above  forty 
thoufand  Quarters,  the  whole  Importation  not 
amounting  to  Seventy,  and  the  Merchants,  who 
could  not  meet  with  Sales,  were  obliged  to  lay 
it  up,  they  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  get 
fufficient  Ghanaries  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  yet  a 
Gentleman  in  Appearance  took  the  Liberty  to 
fay,  and  that  too  in  a  public  Inn,  that,  of  his 
own  Knowledge,  one  Man  had  engrofled  and 
laid  up  Wheat  enough  to  ferve  the  City  ot  Lon¬ 
don  and  Suburbs  three  Months ;  which  is  at 
leaft  1 50,000  Quarters,  and  was  worth  at  that 
Time  near /.  400,000.  So  apt  are  Men  to  talk 
freely  of  what  they  have  fo  little  Knowledge. 

The  forementioned  Calculations  are  exclufive 
of  the  Seed,  which  is  at  leaft  equal  to  one 
tenth  Part  of  the  Growth,  and,  almoft  every 
Year,  whilft  it  is  putting  into  the  Ground,  oc- 
cafions  fome  fmall  Rife  in  the  Markets  j  and  the 

Mouths 
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Mouths  of  the  clamorous  are  then  open  againft 
the  Engrofiers ;  but  they  don’t  confider,  that, 
at  that  Time,  the  Demand  is  more  than  dou¬ 
ble  to  what  it  is  at  other  Times;  neither  need  the 
Quantity  ufed  for  Seed  be  taken  Notice  of, 
when  we  confider  how  much  more  the  annual 
Produce  is  leflened  by  a  Failure  in  the  Crop,  of 
only  one  fixth  Part,  than  is  taken  off,  on  an 
Average,  by  botli  Diftiller  and  Exporter. 

In  the  firtl  Calculation  we  fuppofed  the  Quan¬ 
tity  uled  by  the  Diftiller  to  be  comprehended  in 
that  ufed  for  Drink,  and  in  the  fame  Account 
the  Export  is  reckoned  at  only  one  Sixteenth  of 
the  Confumption.  In  the  laft  we  reckoned 
both  together  to  amount  to  one  Eighth  ot  the 
Confumption.  Both  thefe  Eftimations  were  fo 
made  in  order  to  give  the  greater  Face  of  Pro¬ 
bability  to  the  Argument. 

Now,  fuppofe  the  annual  Produce  of  an  Acre 
in  common,  befides  Seed  for  the  next  Tear,  is 
three  Quarters,  and  that  one  Eighth,  in  com- 
m  »n,  is  taken  off  by  the  Diftiller  and  Exporter, 
that  is,  three  Bufhels ;  and  then,  fuppofe  the 
Crops  tall  (hort  one  fixth  Part,  amounting  to 
four  Bufhels  ;  by  this  Means  there  will  be  a 
Diminution  of  one  Third  rfaore  than  the  whole 
Quantity  taken  off  by  the  Diftiller  and  Expoit- 
er,  on  the  Average,  which,  perhaps,  may  not 
have  been  enough  confidered.  } 

Let  us  make  one  fliort  Reflection,  and  then 
return  to  our  Subject  The  Exporter  and  Dii- 
tiller,  whether  they  take  off  one  Eighth,  or  on¬ 
ly  one  Sixteenth  of  the  Produce,  are  large  Cut- 
tomers,  and  give  great  Encouragement  to  1  il- 
lage  for  whatever  may  be  thought  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  Quantity  fown  will  bear  a  Proportion 

to  the  Demand  >  and  if  one  Eighth,  or  one  Six¬ 
teenth 
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tecnth,  ol  the  Demand  is  taken  away,  the 
f  armer  finding  his  Stock  too  large*  will  con¬ 
trive  to  lellen  it,  by  growing  lefs ;  as,  on  the 
central  y,  he  will  endeavour  to  grow  more* 
when  the  Demand  increafes;  and  for  this  Reafon 
m  dear  Years,  the  Demand  being,  at  leaft  in 
Appearance,  increafed,  a  much  larger  Quantity 
is  always  fown  ;  and  though  this  for  the  pre¬ 
lent  ft  ill  helps  to  increafe  the  Scarcity*  it  never- 
t he lels  makes  Provifion  for  greater  Plenty  the 
enfuingYear.  The  Quantity  of  Corn  in  plen¬ 
tiful  Years  f  exported  and  diftilled  may  be 
compared  to  the  Expences  of  a  Man  of  Fortune 
in  Diverfions  and  Amufements,  for  which  he 
takes  Care  to  provide  the  proper  Funds,  as  well 
as  for  Neceffaries  ;  but  thde  increafing,  he  is 
content  to  forego  his  Pleafures,  and  applies 
what  was  provided  for  them,  to  lupply  his 
Wants,  and  by  that  Means  finds  Comfort, 
when  otherwiie  he  would  have  been  in  Dift  * 
trels. 

But  to  return  to  our  Subject.  ! 

1  he  Method  in  which  Bakers  carry  on  their 
Trade  is  different,  according  to  their  different  Si¬ 
tuations.  Many,  in  Country  Places,  buy  all  in 
Corn,  and  have  it  ground,  either  on  Hire,  or 
at  Mills  ot  their  own  :  Some  buy  only  Part  in 
Corn,  and  Part  in  Flour,  or  Meal,  as  Oppor¬ 
tunity  offers  ;  whilft  others  buy  all  they  Ule, 
m  London  more  particularly,  in  Flour  of  the 

Mealmen 

?  L  thefe  Reflexions  are  right,  neither  Exporter  or  E>if- 
tvller  fhoujd  be  too  much  difeouraged,  and  the  DiftilLer 
!  Spirits  are  ufed]  fhould  have  the  Preference  in  Point 
of  Policy ;  fince,  it  is  faid,  he  pays  fixteen  Shillings  and 
upwards  for  Liberty  to  ufe  what  the  Exporter  hath  large 
funis  for  taking  away. 
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Mealmen,  or  Mealfadtor;  and  thefe  laft  are 
moft  capable  to  make  good  Bread  for  a  Con 
ftancy  ;  for  the  Mealmen  buying  larger  Quan_ 

to ‘S’l  ar!d  Meflfad°r  havin§  manY  Sorts 

c  ’r  Jny  fcarce]y  ever  ufe  the  Flour  of  one 
.rt  °{  Whe«  alone  ;  and  the  Advantage  this 
gives  them,  is  inconceivable  ;  for  a  Number  of 
'olts  juaicioufly  mixed,  by  the  mutual  Affif- 
tance  of  their  different  Qualities,  arifing  from 
the  various  Soils  on  which  they  grow,  will  do 
much  better  than  almoft  any  one  Sort  alone. 

heteas  the  Baker,  who  buys  Corn  for  himfelf  is 
always  obliged  to  ufe  what  he  hath  bought,  tho* 
his  Judgment  may  have  deceived  him  in  the 
buying,  for  the  Market  may  not  have  enabled 
him  to  provide  himfelf  with  fuch  as  in  Quality 
he  may  have  defired,  or  having  been  bought 
good  it  may  be  by  Accident  debafed  in  grind¬ 
ing,  each  of  which  Circumftances  wiil  at  different 
imes  be  the  Cafe  ;  and  when  any  of  them 
happen  to  the  Mealman,  he  will  have  better  Op- 
portunities  of  helping  himfelf,  by  felling  fuch 
Meal-  for  a  Coarfer  Ufe. 


When  the  Bakers  have  provided  the  Wheat- 
Meal,  or  Flour,  to  make  Bread,  they  are,  or 
may  be,  bound  to  make  it  of  fuch  Weight,  or 
fell  it  at  fuch  Price  as  the  Magistrates  fhall  or- 
er,  who  are  authorifed  by  Law  to  Jet  the 
fame,  according  to  the  Price  which  the  Grain, 

i  C  A/r  °,r  ^0U1  ’  w  hereof  it  is  made,  bears  in 
the  Market,  common  or  realonable  Allowance 
being  made  them  for  their  Labour;  and  this 
i  ower  of  theMagiftrate,  difcreetly  exercifed,  may 
be  of  great  Ufe  in  checking  the  too  great  Fluc¬ 
tuations  in  the  Market. 


Wheat 
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Wheat  muft  alter  four  Shillings  in  the  Quar¬ 
ter  for  the  Price  of  the  Peck  Loaf  to  vary  two 
Pence ;  and  the  Price  of  the  Peck  Loaf  being  ge¬ 
nerally  between  1 8  Pence  and  3  Shillings,  every 
fuch  Variation  may  be  called  8  4^  Cent,  .or 
--  of  the  whole  Value,  which  is  a  great  Deal. 

Now,  fuppofe  that  Wheat  fliould  vary  in 
one  Week  eight  Shillings  per  Quarter,  it  might 
be  proper  for  the  Magiftrates  to  raife  or  lower 
the  Weight  and  Price  of  Bread,  as  if  it  had  va¬ 
ried  only  tour  Shillings  *,  always  remembring  to 
ballance  the  Account,  which  they  will  fcarcely 
mifs  an  Opportunity  ot  doing  within  the  Space 
of  three  Months,  by  giving  the  Baker,  when 
he  hath  fuffered,  for  the  like  Time  that  he  hath 
fuffered,  as  much  more  than  the  common  Al¬ 
lowance,  as  will  make  up  the  Difference  to 
him  *,  and,  on  the  contrary,  taking  from  him 

when  the  Public  hath  fuffered. 

It  is  true  the  Table  of  Aflize  hath  provided 
for  an  Alteration  of  one  Penny  the  Peck,  which 
is  two  Shillings  in  the  Quarter  of  Corn*,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  which  the  Magiftrates  may  lometimes 
proceed  in  a  difcretional  Manner,  as  before- 
hinted  in  regard  to  four  Shillings.  But  they 
will  find  it  impoffible,  many  1  imes  for  a  long 
while  together,  to  raife  and  fall  no  more  than 
one  Penny  in  the  Peck  at  a  Time  *,  and  it  may 
fometimes  happen,  though  it  is  prefumed  veiy 
feldom,  that  they  will  be  obliged  to  vary  more 

than  two  Pence.  #  . 

If,  from  any  accidental  Glut  in  the  Market, 

an  extraordinary  Fall  in  the  Price  fliould  haP~ 
pen,  and  the  Magiftrates  fliould  exerciie  their 
Power  with  too  much  Exaftnels  in  fixing  t  ie 

Aflize  of  Bread,  it  may  deter  thofe  who  have 

Goods 
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Goods,  preparing  or  prepared,  from  bringing 
them  to  Market,  and  make  as  Hidden  and  con- 
fiderable  an  Alteration  the  other  Way,  which 
it  might  be  equally  imprudent  in  them  to  fol¬ 
low  in  fixing  the  Price  of  Bread,  as  it  might 
tend  to  alarm  the  Farmer,  and  make  him  for  a 
Time  withhold  his  Corn.  Complaints  againft 
the  Farmers  for  withholding  in  Times  of  Scarci¬ 
ty  are  never  wanting,  and  yet  cur  Parliaments 
have  not,  as  we  know  of,  thought  proper  to 
make  any  Laws  to  compel  them  to  leil  •,  for 
which  doubtlefs  they  had  good  Reafons.  And 
Laws  of  this  fort  feem  needleis,  fince  the  Far¬ 
mers  are  obliged  to  contrive  the  Matter  lb,  that 
their  whole  Stock  may  be  fold  by  Llarveft  to 
make  Room  for  the  growing  Crop  *,  and  the 
returning  Demands  they  all,  except  a  very  few, 
have  for  Money,  cauie  fome  of  them  every 
Market  Dav  to  fell  fome  Species  of  Corn  or 
other,  and  thereby  as  regular  and  continual 
fupply  in  general  is  found,  as  could  poflibly 
be  dealt  out  under  the  Direction  of  any  Law. 
And,  from  fome  Years  Obiervation,  we  are 
perluaded,  that  if  the  Stock  in  the  Farmers 
Hands  had  been  annually  taken  Account  ot  at 
Cbriftmas ,  Eafter ,  or  any  other  Time,  nearly 
the  fame  Quantity  of  the  Crop  would  have 
been  found  exhaulted  each  Yaar  at  the  fame 
Time  •,  and  perhaps  more  would  have  been  found 
exhaufted,  both  in  very  plentiful  Years  and  very 
fcarce  Years,  than  in  thole  of  moderate  Plenty. 
In  the  firft  Cafe  more  Corn  muft  be  fold  to  raife 
the  like  Sum,  and  in  the  laft  the  Increafe  of 
Money  feldom  equals  the  Shortnefs  of  the  Crop, 
and  many  Farmers  find  their  Barns  empty 
before  they  have  raifed  the  necefiary  Sums.  But 
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let  us  fuppofe  the  Farmer  in  Times  of  Scarcity 
cloth  not  bring  his  Corn  to  Market  in  due  Pro¬ 
portion  according  to  the  Time  of  the  Year,  it  is 
poflible,  though  he  regards  only  himfelf,  this 
Conduft  may  be  of  public  Utility  ;  for  was  he 
to  fuppiy  the  Market  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Year  with  as  much  as  in  good  Years,  too  great 
a  Quantity  might  be  exported,  and  Famine 
ftare  us  in  the  Face  before  next  Harveft.  It 
will  be  replied,  a  reafonable  withholding  may 
be  right,  but  they  always  carry  it  to  a  wicked 
Excels.  We  allow  this  Cafe  poflible,  but  hard¬ 
ly  probable.  The  Hopes  of  Gain  are  always 
attended  by  Fears  of  Lofs ;  and  Fear  being  the 
ftroncer  Paflion  of  the  two,  and  backed,  in 
regard  to  molt  of  them,  with  their  return¬ 
ing  Neceflities,  though  fome  few  may  be  car¬ 
ried  by  Avarice  fo  far  as  to  withhold  unreaso¬ 
nably,  yet  much  the  greater  Part,  prefled  by 
Neceflity,  and  urged  by  Fear,  will  aft  other- 
wile  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  the  Quantity  fold 
will  be  generally  found,  even  in  fcarce  Times, 
in  Proportion  to  the  Time  of  the  Year;  and 
though  upon  any  accidental  Rife,  as  above  ob- 
ferved,  they  might  withhold  for  a  Time,  they 
could  not  continue  to  do  it  long,  fince  in  a  very 
fhert  Time  Corn  would  be  brought  from  more 
diflant  Parts,  and  fpoil  their  Sales. 

The  Power  of  the  Magiftrates,  in  regard  to 
the  Aflize,  fee  ms  declaratory,  and  if  they  take 
Care  that  the  Baker  hath,  one  Time  with  ano¬ 
ther,  the  common,  or  reafonable  Allowance, 
and  no  more,  neither  the  People  nor  he  are  in¬ 
jured  ;  and  if  the  Magiftrates  can  [in  which 
however  they  flVoufd  aft  upon  good  Informa¬ 
tion,  and  with  great  Caution]  by  fometimes  giving 

more, 
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more,  and  fometimes  lefs  to  the  Baker,  keep  the 
Markets  tolerably  Heady,  the  Places  where  they 
prefide  will  hardly  ever  fail  of  a  regular  fupply  ; 
and,  perhaps,  Cafes  may  have  happened  within 
Memory,  which,  upon  Reflexion,  may  iultify 
this  Way  of  thinking. 

The  Affize  Table  feems  to  want  fome  En¬ 
largements,  no  Notice  being  therein  taken  what 
Price  Flour  Ihould  be  elleemed  to  bear  in  Pro- 
.  portion  to  Wheat ;  and,  when  this  is  done,  it 
might  not  be  amil's  to  explain  the  Method  which 
» "  in  fetting  the  Affiize  out  of 

Corporations,  which  is  now  leldom  done,  and 
in  many  Places  negiecded  only  becaufe  the 
Law  feems  not  explu  it  enough  on  that  Head  •, 
though  it  may  require  great  Care  in  appointing 
lor  what  Di  drift  the  fame  Ihould  be  let ;  poffi^ 
bly  every  PJundred  may  do  \  but,  it  leems,  a 
certain  Diftance  round  every  Corporation  J  in  Ve- 
gard  to  London  it  would  be  belt  if  it  were  ten  or 
twelve  Miles]  Ihould  be  obliged  to  follow  the 
A.lTizc  Is-,  and  Oiders  made,  by  the  Ivlagiffrate 
thereof  ;  otherwife,  as  Bread  may,  and  will, 
olten  be.  different  in  its  Price  in  the  Town  and 
its  Neighbourhood,  a  continual  Difconrenr,  on 
Account  thereof,  will  be  kept  up  among!!  the 
Poor,  which  may,  by  the  foregoing  Method 
of  making  certain  Diftances  round  Corporations 
follow  the  Affize  thereof,  be  prevented,  and 
that  without  departing  from  the  Rules  of  Juf- 
t;ce,  fince,  one  1  ime  with  anothei*,  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhoods  of  Cities  and  great  Towns  are  lerved 
much  on  the  fame  Terms  as  they  are. 


I  hus  have  we  in  general  coniidered  the  Corn 
Tiadeand  Laws,  endeavouring  to  (hew  m  what 
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Methods  the  Trade  is  carried  on,  from  thfc 
Farmer  to  the  Confumer  ;  and  in  what  Light 
it  hath,  or  Lems  to  have,  been  regarded  by  fe- 
verai  parliaments  from  Ed .  vi.  to  this  Day, 
wherein  we  could  not  forbear  to  intermix  a  few 
Re!  eftions ;  and,  if  our  Account  is  generally 
true,  moil  of  thofe  who  have  wrote  upon  this 
Subject  have  been  miftaken  ;  probably,  from 
confiderine:  the  Corn  Trade  and  Laws  as  they" 
regard  or  affedl  particular  Places,  or  Parrs 
or  the  Kingdom  only  *,  whereas  all  Laws,  made 
tor  the  ufe  of  the  whole  Nation,  fnould  be  con- 
fidered  in  a  more  enlarged  View. 

It  is  not  intended  to  infinuate,  that  the  Corn 
Trade  wants  no  Regulation,  or  the  Laws  re¬ 
lating  thereto  no  Explanation  or  Amendment, 
and  that  the  Dealers  in  Corn  are  a  fort  or  righte¬ 
ous  Men,  who  want  no  Reftraint  or  looking 
after.  All  that  is  aimed  at  is  only  to  fliew,  that 
this  Trade  is  at  prelent  under  better  Regulations, 
and  the  prefent  Corn-Laws,  tho’  they  may  want 
fome  Amendments,  much  better  adapted  to  the 
intended  purpefe,  than  is  commonly  imagined  ; 
-and  that,  whatever  may  be  in  the  Willof  particular 
Perfons,  Providence,  by  the  Nature  of  the  Com¬ 
modity,  the  large  Sums  neceffary,  and  the 
Number  of  People  required  to  carry  on  this 
Trade,  hath  put  it  out  of  the  Power  of  the  Ccrn- 
faftors,  and  all  others  concerned  therein,  in  any 
( onfiderable  degree  to  opprefs  the  People, 
more  efpecially  whilft  the  prelent  Lav/s  are  in 
force;  and,  we  are- fully  perfuaded,  no  better 
Laws  in  general  for  the  conducing  this  Affair 
can  be  delivered,  how  much  foever,  in  parti¬ 
cular  inftances,  they  may  be  improved.  Let  us 
reded  once  more  upon  what  they  fay. 

10 
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To  the  Farmer — Till  your  Land,  and  fear  not 
having  fo  great  a  Plenty  as  to  be  a  Burthen  and 
lofs  to  you,  for  we  will  give  a  Bounty  for  the- 
Exportation  *  of  what  can  be  fpared. 

To  the  People — Be  not  uneafy  at  the  Expor¬ 
tation  of  Corn,  for  when  it  begins  to  grow  dear, 
the  Bounty  fhall  ceafe  *,  and  when  it  is  dear,  it 
fhall  be  imported  at  fuch  a  moderate  and  proper 
duty,  as  whilft  it  adds  fo  little  to  the  Price  -f, 
as  not  to  diftrefs  you,  fhall  yet  prevent  fo  great 
a  quantity  being  thrown  in,  as  may  deter  our 
own  Farmers  from  Tillage  nay,  even  when 
it  becomes  neceffary,  it  fhall  be  imported  Duty 
free. 

To 


*  I  William  and  Mary.  +  z  and  5  George  ir. 

X  How  far  the  Farmer  may  by  Exportation,  for  which 
we  give  a  Bounty,  be  prompted  to  till,  or  by  the  Prohibi¬ 
tion  thereof  generally,  or  abfolutely,  or  by  the  Fear  of 
large  Importations,  be  difcouraged  from  Tillage,  our  Legif- 
lators  know ;  and  the  following  fhort  Piece  of  Hiftory, 
communicated  to  me  by  a  Gentleman,  who  was  an  Eye- 
witness  of  the  Fa£t,  may  lerve  to  Ihevv  their  Wifdom  and 
Forefighc  in  making  the  Laws  which  are  provided  for  that 
Purpofe. 

In  ‘ Turkey ,  the  Grand  Vizir  [between  twenty  and  thirty 
Years  ago]  buffered  a  more  general  Exportation  of  Corn  to 
be  carried  on,  and  more  openly,  than  any  of  his  Predecef- 
fors  had  done,  infomuch  that  three  hundred  French  Veflels, 
from  twenty  to  two  hundred  Tons,  were,  on  one  Hay,  feen 
to  enter  Smyrna  Bay  to  load  Corn,  and  Wheat  was  then  fold 
for  leL  than  Seventeen  Pence  Englijh  a  Bufhel,  with  all  the 
Expences  inputting  the  fame  on  Board  included. 

From  thefe  open  Proceedings,  the  Janizaries  and  People 
took  the  Alarm,  pretended  that  all  uhe  Corn  was  going  to 
be  exported,  and  that  they,  in  confequence,  rnuil  be  ilarv- 
ed  ;  and  in  Conjlantinople ,,  grew  fo  mutinous,  that  they 
could  not  be  appeafed  till  the  Vizir  was  ilrangled,  and  his 
Body  thrown  out  to  them. 

His  Succedor  took  particular  care  not  to  fplit  on  the  fame 
Rock,  and  would  fuffer  no  Exportation  at  all;  many  of  the 

Farmers, 
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*.I?rtoeC°rn  MercIiants>  Factors,  Mealmen, 
Mealradors,  and  all  concerned  and  employed  in 

tranfporting  Corn  and  Flour  from  the  growing 
Counties,  to  fuch  Parts  where  the  Confumption 
exceeds  the  Growth,  and  collecting  it  for  Ex¬ 
portation  when  allowed. — Proceed  freely  in  your 
Bufinefs,  for  if  the  falfe  Notions,  which  the 
Populace  may  ot  themfelves  conceive,  or  wick- 
ed  Menror  bad  Purpofes,  or  for  want  of  better 
Information,  may  poifefs  themfelves  with,  Ihould 
make  them  interrupt  you,  and  forcibly  take 
away,  or  ipml  your  Property,  the  Place  *,  where 
iuch  Interruption  happens,  (hall  pay  the  Damage, 
or  thole  who  do  it  /hall  be  punifhed.  But  let  not 
this  promife  of  protection  and  recompenle  be  fo 

ill 


Farmers,  who  looked  on  the  Exportation  as  their  created 
Demand,  neglected  Tiiiage,  to  lave  their  Rents,  which  in 
that  Country  are  paid  either  in  Kind,  or  in  Proportion  to 
their  Crops  to  fuen  a  Degree,  that  in  lefs  than  three  Years, 
the  ame  Quantity  of  Corn,  which,  in  time  of  Export 

£.  c“r11!10t  Suite  Seventeen  Pence,  was  worth  more  than 

S.x  shillings,  and  the  Diilreffes  of  the  People  in  Smyrna 
were  fuch,  that  every  Bakehoufe,  and  Magazine  of  Corn 
was  obliged  to  have  a  military  Guard,  which  took  care  that 
no  one  .  erfon  Ihouid  have  more  than  a  fixed  Quantiy;  and 
fo  drift  ly  was  tms  Order  obferved,  that  an  EngHJh  Ship  in 

tie  ur'ey  Tiade,  was  detained  from  failing  fome  time 
tor  want  of  Bread. 

The  ill  Confequences  of  thefe  Proceedings  were  not  re¬ 
moved  in  many  Years,  and  to  this  'Day,  “the  Fate  of  the 
izii ,  a.s  an  unfortunate  good  Man,  is  lamented. 

While  we  have  a  Parliament,  we  need  not  fear  fuch  ill 
Confequences  from  the  miibiken  Notions  of  the  People  or 
the  Parmer,  but,  within  Memory,  the  People,  in  more 
.  arts  of  Great- Britain  than  one,  have  proceeded  to  Extre¬ 
mities  upon  as  miflaken  Principles,  as  the  People  at  Con 
ji  anti  nop  le  did  in  the  Cafe  above  related,  and  which’  if 
tney  had  not  been  timely  checked,  might  have  proved’ as 
much  to  their  own  Difadvanta,re. 

*  1  i  Gecr^e  i  i , 
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ill  received,  and  ungratefully  returned  by  yon, 
as  to  induce  you  to  endeavour  to  get  an  unrea- 
fonable  Gain,  and  to  opprefs  the  Poor  *,  for,  in 
that  Cafe,  we  will  fet  a  price  on  your  Com¬ 
modity  *,  and  punifh  you,  if  you  do  not  com¬ 
ply  with  our  Orders ;  yet  this  fhall  be  done,  not 
by  any  inferior  Magiftrates,  who  by  their  Con¬ 
nexions  may,  however  well  they  intend,  be 
byaffed  either  for  or  againft  you,  or  for  Want 
of  proper  Information  may  give  improper  Or¬ 
ders,  but  by  the  Kings  Privy  Council,  and 
great  Officers  of  State,  or  any  Seven  of  them, 
of  which  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Treafurer, 
Lord  Prefident,  or  Lord  Privy  Seal,  fhall  be  one, 
who  being  belt  apprifed  of  what  is  fit  to  be  done 
throughout  the  whole  Realm,  and, in  every  Part 
thereof,  are,  for  that  reafon,  the  mod  capable  to 
judge,  and  the  only  proper  Perfons  to  be  trufted 
in  what  is  fit  to  be  done  in  this  affair. 

In  regard  to  the  Bakers,  it  is  true,  we  have 
trufted  them  to  Magiftrates  of  Corporations  and 
Juftices  of  the  Peace,  who  have  a  clear  Rule 
for  their  ConduX.  But  while  the  Bakers  aX  up¬ 
rightly,  they  may  proceed  with  the  fame  Free¬ 
dom  and  Safety,  as  all  others  may,  in  the  car¬ 
rying  on  their  Branch  of  the  Corn  Trade. 

In  this  fmall  Compafs  may  be  feen  a  general 
View  and  Purport  of  moft  of  our  Laws  relating 
to  the  Corn  Trade,  [except  thofe  regarding 
Malt,  Markets,  and  Meafuresj  and  which  it 
might  be  poffible  to  reduce  (except  the  Baking 
AX,  which  feems  neceffary  to  be  kept  apart) 
into  one  plain  AX  of  Parliament  ;  in  which, 
though  fome  Amendments  may  be  made,  we 

o  are 
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are  bold  to  lay,  the  general  Plan  cannot  be  im* 
proved.  » 

Here  a  Queftion  naturally  arifes,  how,  and 
in  what  Refpedts,  can  thofe  Amendments  in 
our  Corn  Laws  be  made  ?  To  this,  of  myfelf 
I  prefume  to  fay  little,  but  what  I  have  heard 
from  fome  able  Men,  who  feem  to  underftand 
the  Affair,  I  fhall  take  the  Liberty  to  put 
down. 

Let  the  Bounty  on  Wheat  be  reduced  to  4s. 
per  Quarter,  and  on  other  Grain  in  Proportion, 
and  payable  on  Wheat  to  40s.  Rye  to  26s. 
Barley  and  Malt  to  20s.  yet  when  they  exceed 
thefe  Prices,  and  do  not  exceed  the  old  Expor¬ 
tation  Prices,  let  them  be  freely  exported  ;  and 
when  they  exceed  thofe  Prices,  let  Exportation 
ceafe,  except  as  ought  to  be  excepted,  and  then 
let  Corn  be  imported  at  the  prdent  low  Duties, 
till  it  fhall  have  rifen,  Wheat  to  54s.  and 
other  Grain  in  Proportion  \  and,  after  that.  Du¬ 
ty  free,  taking  Care  not  to  make  the  Law  fo 
pofitive,  but  that  the  King,  by  the  Advice  of 
his  Council,  when  he  fhall  think  proper,  tho’ 
Corn  may  be  under  the  Exportation  Prices, 
may  forbid  the  Exportation  of  every,  or  any 
Species  thereof,  for  a  Time  to  be  limited:  And, 
to  prevent  Confufion,  let  the  Juftices  of  Peace, 
in  each  Quarter  Seffions,  and  the  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil  at  all  Times,  have  Power  to  enquire  into 
the  Prices  of  Corn  in  each  Port,  and  certify 
the  fame  to  the  Cuftomer  thereof,  and  let  fuch 
Prices,  as  they  fhall  certify,  for  three  Months 
after,  be  his  Guide,  except  the  King  in  Coun¬ 
cil  fhall  order  otherwife,  in  regard  to  paying  the 
Bounty,  [the  prefent  Method  of  obtaining 
which  by  Affidavit,  in  regard  to  the  Market 
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Price,  when  no  fuch  Certificate  is  in  Force  in 
any  Port,  being  ftill  obferved]  permitting  the 
Export  without  Bounty,  flopping  the  Exporta¬ 
tion,  and  permitting  the  Importation  at  the 
low  Duty,  or  Duty  free. 

Two  Things,  they  pretend,  ought  to  be  taken 
efpecial  Care  of,  viz.  to  guard  againft  the 
Bounty  being  paid  for  Corn  not  exported,  which 
they  affirm  formerly  to  have  been  the  Cafe,  and 
to  protect,  at  all  Times,  Perfons  who  may  be 
engaged  in  carrying  Corn,  or  Flour,  from  one 
Part  of  the  Kingdom  to  another,  that  the  whole 
may  have,  as  near  as  may  be,  an  equal  Share 
of  the  Bleffings  of  Providence  ;  otherwife,  whilft 
a  Bounty  may  be  paying  in  one  Place  for  the 
Exportation  of  Corn,  another  Part  of  the 
Kingdom  may  almoft  fuffer  Famine.  So  much 
for  the  general  Laws  about  Corn. 

As  to  the  Laws  about  Malt,  it  would  be 
needlefs  to  mention  them  here,  fince  they,  in  their 
Execution,  are  undertheCommiffionersof  Excife. 

In  regard  to  the  Laws  about  Markets,  they  feem 
not  full  or  explicit  enough,  or  to  be  grown  by  the 
Alterations  of  Times  in  a  manner  ufelefs,  or  ra¬ 
ther  impoffible  to  be  ufed;  befides,  the  Statute  5 
and  6  of  Edward  v  1 .  as  far  as  relates  to  JVeJhncre - 
landy  Cumberland ,  Chejler ,  Lancajler  and  York , 
and  all  foreignViftuals  imported,  except  Fifh  and 
Salt,  is  by  5  and  13  of  Elizabeth  altered,  or  re¬ 
pealed;  by  Statutes  21  of  James  1.  and  3  of 
Car .  1.  till  Wheat  is  32s.  any  Perfon  may  buy 
it  in  Market  or  out  of  Market  ;  and  by  1 5  of 

E  Car. 

f  And  yet  Howell,  afterwards  Clerk  of  the  Council, 
an  a  Letter  from  Rouen ,  dated  Sept.  7,  1619,  fays  “  ’Tis 
“  true  England  hath  a  good  Repute  abaoad  for  her 

“  Fertility, 
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Car,  ii.  this  Adi  is  further  altered,  as  hath 
been  before  obfeived. 

A  Notion  hath  fome  Time  prevailed,  that 
buying  Corn  by  Sample  is  Foreftailing,  and 
contrary  to  Law,  which  feems  to  be  a  Miftake. 
The  Statute  of  Edward  vi.  fays  fo  plainly  what 
Foreftailing  is,  that  it  may  be  wondered  how 
fuch  a  Notion  could  prevail.  It  is  buying  any 
Thing  coming ,  or  making  a  Bargain  for  any 
Thing  coming ,  before  the  fame  fhall  be  in  the 
Market,  or  perfuading  Perfons  coming  to  ab- 
Fain.  Now  what  hath  this  to  do  with  Samples  ? 
In  many  Places  it  is  not  practicable  to  bring  all 
into  the  Market ;  or,  if  it  were,  would  it  be 
reafonable  ?  Or  could  it  ever  be  intended,  that 
in  iuch  Towns,  and  many  fuch  there  are,  where 
from  500  to  2000  Quarters  are  fold  every 
Market  Day,  and  whole  Inhabitants  do  not 
confume  2000  Quarters  of  Bread  Corn  in  a 
whole  Year,  every  Part  of  the  Quantity  fold 
fhould  be  pitched  in  the  Market,  after  having 
been  drawn  many  Miles,  and  that,  perhaps, 
thro’  very  bad  Roads,  to  be  drawn  afterwards 
poiTibly  another  Way  as  many  Miles  more,  nay 
fometimes  diredtly  back  again  by  the  Farmer’s 
own  Door,  to  be  ground,  or  put  on  Ship-board, 
either  for  the  Ufe  of  diftant  Parts  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  or  foreign  Parts. 

The  Cuftom,  which  is  Fill  retained  in  Lon- 
don ,  of  not  fuffering  any  Corn  to  be  meafured 

till 


**  Fertility,  yet  be  our  Marvells  never  fo  kindly,  and  our 
**  Crops  never  fo  plentiful,  we  have  every  Year  commonly 
4<  fome  Grain  from  thence,  (France)  or  from  Dantzic , 
te  and  other  Places  imported  by  the  Merchant. '*  The  Al¬ 
teration  or  different  Situation  between  thefe  Times  and 
thofe  in  regard  to  our  Plenty  need  not  be  mentioned. 
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till  a  Sample  is  carried  to  the  Lord  Mayor, 
[who  is  thereby  not  only  apprized  of  its  Ar¬ 
rival  himfelf,  but  alfo  of  its  Fitnefs  for  Man’s 
Ufe ,  and  hath,  by  his  Crier,  an  Opportunity  to 
give  Notice  to  the  whole  City  ot  its  Arrival, 
and  then  grants  his  Permit  to  the  Perfon  re- 
quefting  to  meafure  and  take  up  his  Corn, 
either  for  Sale,  or  to  put  in  Grainaries] 
feems  to  explain  this  affair,  and  to  have  been  at 
firft  introduced  to  prevent  foreftalling. 

Regrating  is  felling  things  bought  in  the  fame 
Market,  or  within  four  Miles  thereof,  again, 
except  to  each  Perfon  for  his  Family,  which, 
however,  by  Stat.  15  Car .  n.  may  now  be 
done  after  three  Months. 

Now,  however  neceffary  it  may  be  to  prevent 
thofe  who,  [knowing  the  particular  Sort  of 
Corn  that  their  Neighbours  may  want,  or  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  ignorant,  or  idle  People,  which 
come  late  to  market]  engrofs  what  they  can 
early  in  the  Morning,  and  then,  out  of  pure 
Friendfhip,  fpare  it  again  on  the  fame  Day  •,  yet 
the  general  and  ftridt  Execution  of  this  Claufc 
would  be  hurtful  *,  for  who  would  venture,  in 
London  more  particularly,  to  buy  and  lay  up^ 
any  Corn  when  the  Market  is  overflocked,  if 
lie  was  obliged,  either  not  to  fell  it  in  the  lame 
Market  again  at  all,  or  not  till  after  three 
Months  ;  or  how  would  that  Market  be  1  up- 
plied  [moft  certainly  very  fparingly]  where  any 
the  leaft  Surplus  muft  either  be  laid  up  at  the 
Expence  of  the  Importer,  who  generally  v/ants 
the  Money,  or  elf e  fold  for  next  to  nothing. 
So  fenfible  were  our  Forefathers  of  this,  that 
when  Corn  was  imported,  if  the  Importer  could 
not  fell  it  but  to  Lofs,  it  might  be  re-exported, 

E  2  .  paying 
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paying  a  fmall  Duty,  or  Cuftom  *s  and  during 
Times  of  Importation  at  this  Day,  if  the  Mer¬ 
chant  takes  the  Precaution  to  report  his  Ship  for 
Exportation,  and  keep  her  without  the  Port, 
he  may,  if  he  diflikes  the  Price,  go  where  he 
pleafes. 

Ingroffing  of  Corn,  is  getting  it  into  Poflef- 
fion  with  intent  to  fell  it  again,  except  by  Per- 
fons  properly  qualified,  or  lawfully  authorized, 
which  every  Man  now  is,  till  Wheat  is  48s.  by 
Statute  15  Car.  n.  in  regard  to  which  enough 
hath  been  laid  before. 

In  this,  as  was  before  obferved  in  Relation  to 
the  Corn-Laws,  it  is  not  intended  to  infinuate, 
that  no  Laws  can  be  enadted  for  the  better  Re¬ 
gulation  of  the  Markets  (for  there  certainly 
may)  but  only  to  fhew,  at  leaft,  that  we  think, 
that  the  old  Laws  could  not  have  the  Intention, 
in  their  firft  Inftitution,  which  fome  Men  may 
imagine ;  and  that,  till  every  Market  in  the 
Kingdom  is  exadtly,  or  at  lead  nearly,  in  the 
fame  Circumftances,  or  the  Growth  of  Corn  is 
nearly  the  fame  throughout  the  whole  Nation, 
no  one  general  Law  fee  ms  pofiible  to  be  made, 
which  will  properly,  at  all  Times,  and  in  all 
Cafes,  regulate  them  all  *,  yet,  it  may  be  pre¬ 
fumed,  that,  upon  Application  from  any  parti¬ 
cular  Place,  the  Parliament  would  pafs  a  tem¬ 
porary  Ad:  to  regulate  their  Markets,  and  their 
Experience  might  be  of  great  Ufe  in  lervir.g 
.  to  fhew,  how  far  it  would  be  proper  to  put  other 
Places  in  the  fame,  or  like,  Circumftances  on 
the  fame  Footing.  That  which  bids  the  faireft 
to  fu.it  them  all  is,  to  caufe  a  certain  Hour  for 
the  opening  of  each  Market  to  be  fixed,  and  to 
make  it  penal  to  fell  any  Corn  before  Notice  is 

given 
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given  by  a  Bell,  or  otherwife,  and  then  tlvofc, 
who  are  not  in  Time,  may  blame  themfelves. 

Meafures  have  been  attempted  to  be  regulat¬ 
ed  to  no  Purpofe,  as  appears  by  many  Ads 
fince  Magna  Charta ,  which  is  now  500  Years 
ao-o,  by  obliging  all  Perlons  to  life  the  like  •,  and, 
i  °  may  be  feared,  there  are  Difficulties  to  be 
furmounted,  which  may  retard  their  Regulation 
as  yet  lor  a  long  while.  In  the  mean  time,  it 
•it  were  enacted,  that  in  eve.y  Market-houfe  in 
Great-Britain ,  or  fome  more  confpicuous  Place 
in  every  Market-Town,  the  Contents  of  the 
Buffiel,  and  other  Meafures,  in  Winchefier  Quarts 
and  Pints,  ffiould  be  wrote  up,  and  kept  conti¬ 
nually  legible,  and  every  Perfon,  felling  Com 
ffiould  be  bound,  without  exprels  men¬ 
tion  being  made  thereof,  and  in  Caic  no  e.^- 
prefs  mention  be  made  at  the  Bargain-making 
to  the  contrary,  to  deliver  the  Perfon  to  whom 
he  fells  the  Quantity  for  the  Buffiel,  or  other 
Meafure,  as  lb  wrote  up,  and  at  the  lame  time 
it  ffiould  be  prohibited  to  depart  from  the  Ule 
of  the  cuftomary  Meafure  to  any  other  but 
the  legal,  or  Winchefier  Meafure. 

Many  good  Ends  might  be  anfwered  by 
this  Regulation  ;  every  Stranger  coming  into  the 
Market  would  know  what  Meafure  he  is  to  ex¬ 
pert  •  and,  if  Certificates  of  the  Meafures  ufed 
fa  each  Market  were ,  tranlmitted  to  the  Ex- 
cife,  the  whole  might  be  made  into  a  kind  of  Al¬ 
phabet,  by  which  every  Perfon  would  be  enabled 
to  find  the  various  Meafures  ufed  in  every  i  art 
of  the  Nation. 

The  Statute  15  Car.  if.  fixes  the  1 1  ices  at 

which  all  other  Sorts  ot  Grain  may  be  laid  up, 

as  well  as  Wheat,  and  Scat.  1  IB ill.  and  Mary 

gives 
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gives  a  Bounty  on  the  Exportation  of  Rye,  Bar¬ 
ley,  and  Wheat  Meal,  as  well  as  Wheat,  but 
it  was  thought  proper  to  take  Notice  of  that 
only  in  this  ElTay  in  order  to  avoid  Prolixity. 

The  Prices  of  Wheat  mentioned  herein  are 
taken  from  the  Regifter  of  Eton  College,  an 
Abftraft  of  which  from  1646  here  follows;  ' 
and  we  will  clofe  the  whole  with  a  Lift  of  the 
Statutes  above  referred  to. 


From  1646  to  1666  the  Av 
1666  to  1686  — 

1686  to  1706 
1706  to  1726  — 

1726  to  1746  - 

1746  to  1756  - 


erage  Price  of  the  Quf  «f  Wheat 


£  <?• 
2-  5f 
263 

2  5  9§ 
2  4  9! 

1  17  iof 
*  17  5 


Note,  Thefe  are  the  Prices  of  the  very  beft 
Wheat ;  befides  theMeafure  there  is  full  nine  Gal¬ 
lons;  fo  that, allowing  2s  for  theFinenefs,  and  one 
Ninth  for  the  Meafure,  the  Prices  will  ftand 
thus,  viz. 


£ 

From  1646  to  1686  —  —  a  4  4  Winchefter  Meafure. 

16S6  to  1756  —  1  15  1  Ditto. 


For  the  laft  70  Years — Wheat  hath  7  _ 

been  cheaper  —  —  £  9  3  Per  Quarter* 


In  1 68  8,  the  Bounty  on  Exportation  was 
firlt  given,  and  Wheat  having  on  the  Average 
been  fo  much  cheaper  ever  fince  fliews,  that 
the  Law  then  made  was  a  good  Law,  as  well 
as  15  Car.  n.  for,  if  only  two  Thirds  of 
the  Corn  confumed  in  Bread  hath  been  Wheat, 
and  the  above  Regifter  is  true,  the  Money, 
which  hath  been  faved  annually  in  that  Article 
only,  amounts  to  above  a  Million  and  half 

of 
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of  Money  ;  an  almoft  incredible  Sum,  and  more 
than  four  Times  the  Sum  paid  for  Bounty  on 
the  Exportation  of  all  Softs  of  Corn  in  the  Year 
of  the  greateft  Export  fever  known  •,  befides 
the  ready  Money  which  hath  been  brought  into 
the  Nation  for  the  Corn  exported. 


LIST  of  the  Statutes  above  referred  to. 

Years  when  paffed. 

1534 - .  25  Hen.  vm.  Cap  2.  About  re* 

gulating  the  Price  of  Vidtuals. 

154.8 - *  5  and  6  Edward  vi.  Cap.  14. 

Againfl  Ingrolfers,  £s?r. 

1553 - * —  1  and  2  Phil,  and  Mary,  Cap.  5. 

Licenfing  for  Exportation. 

1 563  — - 5  Eliz .  Cap.  12.  Alters  5  and 

6  Edward  vi.  In  Regard  to  Buyers. 

1571  • -  13  Eliz.  Cap.  13.  Regulates  the 

Exportation,  &c. 

1603  - —  r  Jac.  1.  Cap.  13.  Ditto. 

1624 - 21  Jac.  1.  Cap.  28.  Ditto,  and 

alters  5  and  6  Edward  vi.  ftill  more. 

1627  - -  3  Car .  1.  Cap.  4.  Nearly  the  laft 

Aft  repeated. 

1660 — -  12  Car.  11.  Cap.  4.  Relates  to 

Exportation. 

1 663 -  15  C^r,  11.  Cap.  7.  Ditto,  and 

alters,  or  fufpends,  5  and  6  Edward  vi.  till 
"Wheat  is  48s.  . 

1670 - -  22  Car.  11.  Cap.  13.  Allows  the 

Exportation  after  48s.  paying  Cuftom,  and 
regulates  the  Meafures. 
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2.bZb  ~ — —  i  William  and  Maryy  Cap.  12. 
Gives  a  Bounty  to  48s.  Repeals  all  Cuftom 
on  Exportation. 

- — —  10  William  m.  Cap.  3.  From 

February  10,  no  Export  for  one  Year. 

%6qg  — -  ij  William  nr.  Cap.  3.  From 

February  1 2  no  Bounty  for  9  Months. 

iyo6  — - - 5  Anney  Cap.  29.  Grants  aBoun- 

ty  on  Wheat  Malt. 

J7 °9 - 8  Anney  Cap.  2.  No  Exportation 

for  one  Year. 

1.729  -  2  George  u„  Cap.  18.  Regards 

the  Importation. 

*7  3  2  - -  5  George  11.  Cap.  12.  Ditto. 

3‘738  - 7-  1  1  George  11.  Cap.  Made  Fe¬ 

lony  to  hinder  Exportation. 

ty 4°  - - 14  Geo.  11.  Cap.  7No  Exportat. 

1741 - - -  15  Geo .  11.  Cap.  £  for  1  Year. 

There  may  have  been  many  more  Statutes 
palled  about  Corn,  but  thefe  feem  to  be  moft 
material. 


F he  following  Papers  having  fallen  into  my 
Hands,  I  take  the  Liberty  to  add  them  as  a 
proper  Appendix. 
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MEMORIAL 


January  19,  1 757. 


M  E  M  O  R  I  A  L 

FOR.  THE 

Royal  Boroughs  of  Scot  lard. 


IT  is  now  paft  all  Doubt  with  the  difcerning 
Parc  of  this  Nation,  that  the  prefent  high 
Prices  of  Grain  proceed  from  the  great  Defi¬ 
ciencies  that  happened  in  the  two  laft  Crops. 
The  firft  was  almoft  entirely  confumed  before 
the  laft  was  got  well  off  the  Ground  *,  and  the 
laft  proves  extremely  deficient,  both  in  Quantity 
and  Quality. 

It  is  therefore  perfectly  evident,  that  an  Ad¬ 
dition  to  the  Quantity  can  alone  relieve  the  Dif- 
treffes  of  the  Poor  and  labouring  People.  It  is 
this,  and  this  only,  which  will  reduce  the  pre¬ 
fent  exorbitant  Price  of  Grain  in  the  popu¬ 
lous,  grafing,  and  manufacturing  Counties, 
which  never  yield  Grain  fufficient  for  their 
own  Subfiftence,  where  the  Poor  prefently  la¬ 
bour  under  extreme  Diftreis,  and  which,  it  is 
too  greatly  to  be  feared,  muft  even  increale,  if 
fome  effedual  Mealuies  be  not  immediately 
taken  for  their  Relief. 

It  would  be  highly  proper  to  fnfpend  the 
Duties  on  the  Importation  of  all  kinds  of  Grain 

p  for 
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!°r  a.  !imited  Time,  in  order  to  encourage  the 
bnngmg  Corn  from  abroad  to  fupply  the  Wants 

0t  ge  1J°or>  an(i  thereby  to  I'upport  the  Trade 
lanufatftures  o  1  the  Nation,  which  other- 
^ 1  e  m„Ui^  fi|!jer  H  a  very  high  Degree.  But 
at  the  fanie  Time  that  the  Legislature  fhould  be 
attentive  to  Inch  Mealures  as  will  not  only  re¬ 
duce  the  prefent  Prices,  and  prevent  their 
going  higher,  they  fhould  alio  be  careful  to 
pi  event  any  unnecellary  Conlumption  of  foreign 
’  .  as  diat  muft  drain  the  IHand  of 
niucli  of  her  Treaiure,  and  in  fome  Degree  dif- 
courage  her  Agriculture,  and  abate  her  Strength. 

I  o  this  Pnd  it  is  of  high  Importance,  that 
ttie  Communication  be  rendered  as  free  and  eafy 
as  poffible,  from  the  growing  Counties  to  thole 
wmo  never  produce  enough  for  their  own  Con- 
fumpt.  I  he  Legiflature  ought  therefore  to 
confider,  how  to  prevent  the  prefent  riotous 
Proceedings  of  the  common  People,  their  feiz- 
ing  on  the  Rivers  and  High-roads  the  Corn 
going  to  cr  coming  from  the  public  Markets 
or  Shipping  Ports,  and  felling  it  off,  or  other- 
wilc.  dial  ibuting  it  as  they  pleafe,  in  open  De¬ 
fiance  of  the  Laws. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  too,  that  thefe  Proceed¬ 
ings  demand  the  ftrifter  Attention,  that  they 
prevail  chiefly  in  the  growing  Counties,  there¬ 
by  preventing  the  Supplies  from  going  to  the 
populous  man u f aft u ring  Di  finds,  which  are 
in  real  v\  ant.  The  leaft  Evil  that  enfues  fom 
rjch  Abufes,  is  inhancing  the  Price  in  a  oreat 
Degree,  by  increafmg  the  R ilk  and  Charge  of 
the  Adventurer. 

I  he  old  Laws  winch  were  made  before  Com- 
merer  was  vvcil  unuerkocci,  thole,  to  wit,  of 

•  the  - 
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the  5th  and  6th  Edward  vi.  and  of  the  5th  of 
Elizabeth ,  feem  to  have  a  confiderabie  Ten¬ 
dency  to  increaie  the  Prices  to  the  manufactu¬ 
ring  Counties.  They  lay  many  Re  (train  ts  upon 
tne  Furchalers  ol  Corn,  and  fubjeCt  them  to 
heavy  Penalties,  which  they  are  liable  to  incur 
by  very  innocent  Mistakes.  Hence  Perfons  of 
Character  and  Subftance  in  many  Places  now 
decline  all  Concern  or  Adventure  in  Grain,  to 
the  great  Detriment  and  Di  ft  refs  of  the  Diftricts 


u 


it 


diftant  from  the  Places  of  Growth,  which  were 
in  u!e  to  oe  iuppiied  by  their  Means,  and  c  an 
hardly  indeed  be  Iuppiied  otherwife.  It  is  true, 
that,  in  order  to  abate  the  Rigour  of  thefe  Sta¬ 
tutes,  theie  was  a  Law  palled  in  the  .15th  of 
Charles  11.  whereby  it  was  enacted,  cap.  7.  §.  4. 
That  when  the  Prices  of  Corn  or  Grain, 
Wtnchefter  Mtaiure,  do  not  exceed  the  Rates 
“  following  at  the  Markets,  Havens,  or  Places 
“  where  the  fame  fhall  be  bought,  viz.  the 
Quarter  of  Wheat  48s.  the  Quarter  of  Rye 
3>s.  the  Quarter  of  Barley  or  Malt  28s.  the 
Qr-  of  Buck  Wheat  28s.  the  Qr.  of  Cats  1  2s. 
arid  4d.  the  Qr.  of  Peafe  or  Beans  32s.  that 
“  then  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  all  and  every  Per- 
“  fon  and  Perfons  (not  foreftallins  nor  iellina: 
“  the  fame  in  the  lame  Market  within  three 
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Months  after  the  buying  thereof)  to  buy  in 
*c  open  Markets,  and  to  lay  up  and  keep  in 
his  or  their  Granaries  or  Houfes,  and  to  led 
“  again  fuch  Corn  or  Grain  of  the  Kinds  afore- 
“  faid,  as  without  Fraud  or  Covin,  lhali  have 
44  been  bought  at  or  under  the  Prices  before 
expreffed,  without  incurring  any  Penalty; 
any  Law  Statute  or  Uiage  to  tne  contrary 
44  notwithftanding.” 

F  2  This 
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1  his  Act,  it  mult  be  acknowledged,  does  in 
1'ome  Degree  mitigate  the  Ads  of  Edward  and 
Elizabeth.  But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
Prices  therein  fpecified  bear  no  juft  Proportion 
to  each  other,  especially  thofe  of  Wheat,  Bar¬ 
ley,  and  Oats  ;  the  firft  being  raced  at  40s.  the 
next  at  28s.  and  the  laft  at  13s.  4d.  per  Quar¬ 
ter.  It  is  well  known,  that  Wheat  and  Barley 
leldom  now  reach  thefe  Prices,  but  that  good 
Oats  exceed  the  Pi  ice  at  which  they  are  rated 
almoft  as  often  as  they  fall  fhort  of  it. 

The  Proportion  may  have  been  very  juft  at 
the  Time  this  Law  was  made;  but  the  Altera¬ 
tion  in  Confumption,  Produce,  or  Quality,  has 
put  thofe  Articles  on  a  very  different  Footing  ; 
fo  that  now,  when  Wheat  bears  the  Price  of 
48s.  the  Quarter,  and  Barley  28s.  Oats  cannot 
well  be  under  20  or  21s. 

Mr.  Km*,  a  very  ingenious  and  accurate 
Calculator,  in  his  Computation  of  the  Land- 
prod  udt  of  England  given  by  Dr.  Davenant , 
eftimates,  that,  in  a  Year  of  moderate  Plenty, 
the  Wheat  fells  at  28s.  the  Quarter,  Rye  at 
20s.  Barley  at  16s.  Oats  at  12s.  and  Pcafe  and 
Beans  at  20s.  Pie  likewife  tells  us,  that  one 
tenth  of  Deled  in  the  Harveft,  will  raife  the 
Price  of  Corn  about  three  tenths  above  the 
common  Rate;  that  two  tenths  of  Defed  will 
advance  the  Price  eight  tenths,  and  three  tenths 
Deficiency  will  advance  it  about  one  and  To-  If' 
we  fuppotl*  his  Computation  any  Thing  nearly 
ju  and  that  the  Price  of  Oats,  in  ordinary 
Years  of  Plenty,  may  be  rated  at  12s.  a  Quar¬ 
ter,  finely  their  advancing  above  13s.  4c!.  muft 
very  frequently  happen.  'Fo  lay  any  Reftraint 
therefore  upon  the  purchasing  of  Oats  when  at 
that*  Rare,  is  doing  great  Injuftice  to  the  Far¬ 
mers 
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mers  and  Landholders  of  the  growing  Counties, 
as  well  as  to  thofe  which  always  ftand  in  need 
of  Supply  ;  preventing  the  firft  from  obtaining 
fo  good  Prices  as  they  might  and  ought  to  ob¬ 
tain,  and  the  others  from  being  fupplied  fo  free¬ 
ly,  and  on  fuch  eafy  Terms,  as  they  would  if 
they  we're  relieved  from  fuch  Reftriftions. 

It  would  be  proper  therefore,  that  a  Review 
was  made  of  this  Law ;  that  the  buying  of 
Oats  was  relieved  from  any  Reftraint,  except 
when  they  fhali  exceed  20s.  to  21s.  the  Quar¬ 
ter,  which  will  bring  them  on  a  par  with  other 
Grain  contained  in  the  A£t  of  Charles  11.  It  is 
Purely  for  the  Advantage  of  the  whole  Nation, 
that  no  Part  of  it  fhould  enjoy  a  Monopoly 
again  ft  another ;  and  that  every  Part  fhould  be 
cultivated  to  the  greateft  Advantage.  Some 
Diftricts  are  found  mod  proper  for  Tillage, 
others  for  Grafing*  the  Produce  of  both  is 
equally  neceffary  for  the  Support  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  The  Legiflature  ought  therefore,  at  all 
Times,  to  have  in  view  the  rendering  the  Cir¬ 
culation  of  the  different  Products  into  ail  Quar¬ 
ters  of  the  Kingdom  as  eafy  and  free  from 
Reftraint  as  poffible  :  For  every  Reftraint  mult 
leffen  the  Value  to  the  Grower,  and  inhance 
the  Price  to  the  Conlumer  •,  efpecially  when  the 
Article'  conformed  is  to  be  brought  from  Places 
that  are  diftant.  The  immediate  reviling  of 
this  Statute  becomes  the  more  neceffary, _  that 
the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  in  the  Counties  of 
Northumberland  and  Durham,  have  relufed  to 
<rive  Licences  for  the  buying  of  Corn  in  the 
Terms  pointed  out  by  Law,  though  the  Price 
of  Oats  is  far  from  being  high  in  thofe  Cou ri¬ 
des;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  Agriculture 


the'fir^^f1  7  Car''J  Pa“>  P°  increafed  io 

t^U  of  them,  that  the  People  cannot  even 

dV  of"!  T  Year’  COnfyme  near  the  Pro- 
'Ir  nl  !  ^  C^un,ty:,  So  if  Pome  Method  is 
.  lven’  c[ieck-  tne  increafing  riotous  Dif- 
|u„ non  ot^  the  People  there,  and  to  relieve  all 
Doubts  and  Difficulties  which  the  Juftices.  may 
kive  in  regard  to  the  Laws,  the  Corn  there  may 
be  coopt  up  m  the  Hands  of  the  Farmers  with¬ 
out  oa.c  to  the  Detriment  of  the  landed  In¬ 
terelf,  and  D litre fs  of  the  manufacturing  Coun- 
tres,  which  conlume  Oats  in  Bread,  and  demand 
immediate  Supplies.  _  It  may  alfo  occafion  an 
tmnecdiary  exportation  of  the  Nation’s  Sub- 
tance,  by  creating  greater  Demand  from  abroad 
ter  that  Article,  than  would  be  requifite,  if  the 
Ebe  Communication  between  the  growing  and 
manufacturing  Counties  was  rendered  free, 'open 
and  fate.  T  herefore,  if  any  Meafure  ffiould 
be  taken  for  iufpending  the  Duties  on  Impor¬ 
tation  of  Grain  it  is  of  great  Importance,  that 
femethmg  effectual  ffiould,  in  the  firll  place 

c  onf  towa;rds  quelling  the  prefent  riotous 
Spirit  that  too  much  prevails  •,  and  rendering 
die  purchafing  and  Trar.fportation  of  Oats^ 
from  the  growing  Counties  to  the  diftant  Mar-' 

kets,  as  l'afe  and  eal'y  as  that  of  any  other 
Grain. 

Io  thole  who  have  Occafion  to  know  the 
Situation  of  the  Kingdom  in  regard  to  that 
.Article,  the  fufpendlng  the  Duties  upon  the 
Importation  of-  Grain  appears  every  Day  more 
a:ui  more  requifite,  to  prelerve  the  Lives  of 
many  of  his  Majcfty’s  Subjects.  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  a  Meafure  that  ought  to  be  cond ufted 
^ath  great  Delicacy,  left  the  landed  Interelt 
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and  Agriculture  of  the  Nation  ihould  fuller  bit 
too  large  Importation. 

The  Duties  ought  therefore  to  be  taken  off 
only  for  a  limited  Time,  with  Power  to  his 
Majefty  and  Council  to  prolong  the  Time,  as 
they  fee  Caufe.  On  the  other  hand,  Supplies 
from  abroad  are  abfolutely  neceflary,  and  this 
Nation  can  only  have  them  from  Countries  that 
lie  very  diftant ;  therefore  the  Time  of  Sufpen- 
fion  ihould  not  be  too  much  limited,  left  it 
fiuftiate  the  Intention,  by  preventing  many 
Perfons  from  adventuring  upon  iuch  Uncer¬ 
tainty  as  they  muft  be  under,  whether  they 
lhall  be  .  allowed  to  import  the  Corn  after  it 
fhall  arrive ;  the  Duties  upon  every  kind  of 
Grain,  except  Oats,  being  equal  to  a  Prohibi¬ 
tion,  umefs  the  Prices  fhould  go  fo  high  as  can 
happen  only  from  the  moft  difmal  Famine. 


As  the  Culture  of  Land  is  of  the  higheft 
Importance  to  this  Nation,  every  Way  of  en¬ 
couraging  Agriculture  ought  to  be  carefully 
fought  alter  and  cherirhed  ;  and  every  vifibk 
Oolcrudion  to  its  Improvement,  and  whatever 
tends  to  lelfen  the  Value  of  its  Produft,  ought 
m  be  removed.  It  were  a  Pity  an  Opportunity 
of  doing  any  Thing  to  anfwer  theie  Ends  fhould 
be  loft  •,  and  none  can  offer  more  favourable 
than  the  prefent,  when  the  Scarcity  of  Corn 
has  occafioned  a  Bili  on' that  Subject  to  be 
brought  into  Parliament. 

One  great  Hindrance,  and  needlefs  Load, 
upon  carrying  the  Produce  of  the  Lands  of 
Britain  to  the  proper  Markets  within  the  Idund. 
is  that  of  exacting  Coaft-Cqckets,  and  Bonds 
under  high  Penalties,  for  ail  Corn  that  may  be 
tran (ported  coaftvvii'e,  from  one  Place  of  Britain 
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to  another,  without  the  Bounds  of  any  naviga¬ 
ble  River.  This  Method  is  attended  not  only 
with  very  great  Delay  and  Charge  to  all  Perfons 
concerned  in  the  (hipping  of  Corn,  but  alfo  with 
the  greateft  Trouble  and  Hindrance  to  the  Na¬ 
vigation;  and  there  have  been  Inftances,  where¬ 
in,  by  Neglebt  of-  fending  the  proper  Certifi¬ 
cates  for  relieving  thefe  Bonds,  that  lome  Mari¬ 
ners  and  others  have  been  ruined  by  Profecu- 
tions  following  thereupon,  though  there  is  not 
the  leaft  Neceffity  for  any  fuch  Securities  being 
granted  ;  and  it  might  be  fhewn,  that,  in  ma¬ 
ny  Cafes,  the  taking  of  them  may  be  even  hurt¬ 
ful  to  his  Majefty’s  Revenue. 

By  the  A£t  13th  and  14th  of  Charles  11.  in- 
titled,  An  Aft  for  preventing  Frauds  and  Abufes 
in  his  Majefys  Cuftoms ,  it  is  enabled,  46  That 
44  if  any  Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandifes  fhall 
4C  be  fhipped,  or  put  aboard,  to  be  carried  forth 
44  to  the  open  Sea,  from  any  Port,  Creek,  or 
44  Member,  &c,  to  be  landed  at  any  other 
cc  Place  of  this  Realm,  without  a  Sufferance  or 
44  Warrant  fir  ft  had  and  obtained  from  the  Ma- 
44  nagers  of  his  Majefty’s  Cuftoms;  all  fuch 
44  Wares  and  Merchandife  fhall  be  forfeited, 
44  and  the  Mafter  injoined,  before  the  Ship  be 
44  removed  out  of  the  Port,  to  take  out  a 
44  Cocket,  and  become  bound  for  Delivery 
44  and  Difcharge  thereof  in  the  Port  for  which 
“  the  fame  fhall  be  entered,  or  fome  other 
“  Port  within  the  Realm,  and  to  return  a  Cer- 
“  tificate  of  the  Goods  being  fo  landed  and 
“  difeharged.” 

Upon  this  Law  is  founded  the  Practice  of 
taking  Bond,  &V.  But  it  is  evident  by  the 
very  Title  and  Nature  of  the  Statute,  that  it 

was 


I 


(  49  ) 


was  intended  to  prevent  Frauds  and  Abufes  in 
his  Majefiy’s  Cuitoms,  and  to  prevent  Corn 
Ihipped  coaftwife  in  any  Part  of  the  Kingdom, 
from  being  fraudulently  carried  out  of  it  to 
Parts  beyond  the  Seas.  There  were  confide- 
rable  Duties  at  that  Time  upon  the  Exportation 
thereof,  which  made  thefe  Bonds  and  Cockers 
neceffary.  But  by  the  fubfequent  wife  Laws, 
encouraging  the  Exportation  of  Corn  of  all 
forts,  and  giving  of  large  Bounties  on  particular 
kinds  thereof,  the  NecdTity  of  thefe  Securities 
was  entirely  taken  away  ;  nay,  the  Continua¬ 
tion  of  them  rendered  altogether  abi'urd  ;  for 
no  Man  will  clear  Corn  coatlwife  which  he  in¬ 
tends  to  export,  as  by  this  he  would  loie  the 
Bounty.  But  after  Corn  is  fhipped  coaftwife, 
and  the  Veffel  has  perhaps  proceeded  partly  on 
her  Voyage,  if  any  fudden  Advance  at  a  fo¬ 
reign  Market  fhould  induce  the  Owner  to  dif- 
patch  his  Cargo  abroad,  with  luch  Expedition 
as  not  to  fuffer  the  Delay  and  Charge  of  re¬ 
landing  and  flipping,  new  Entries,  &c.  to 
intitle  him  to  the  Bounty,  he  is  totally  cut  off 
from  this  Meafure,  by  the  Impoflibility  of  get- 
•  ting  his  Coaft-bond  relieved  by  a  proper  Cer¬ 
tificate  of  the  Corn  being  landed  in  Britain . 
Such  Circumftances  have  happened,  and  will 
frequently  happen  in  the  Corn  Trade;  and  it 
may  be  prudent  for  the  Merchant  to  take 
this  Courfe,  efpecially  when  the  Corn  on  board 
is  of  the  kind  whereon  the  fmalleft  Bounties 

G  are 

+  Being  fraudulently  carried  out  of  it ,  [the  Kingdom} 
Pofiibly  no  Law  is  more  rigoroufly  carried,  at  all  Times, 
into  Execution  than  the  above  ;  how  then  can  there  be  ary 
of  thofe  illegal  Exports,  which  were  faid  lately,  in  Eriut^ 
q  be  io  notorious,  as  to  need  no  Proof-. 
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are  allowed.  In  this  View  of  the  Thing,  the 
Practice  of  Bonds,  is  hurtful  to  the  Revenue, 
as  well  as  the  Merchant.  And  no  doubt  many 
Cargoes  in  this  Situation  wouid  have  gone 
abroad,  without  the  Bounty,  if  the  Ccaft-fecu- 
rity  had  not  flood  in  the  Way/ 

Thefe  Securities  therefore  for  Corn  carried 
coaftwile,  ferve  no  End  but  to  raife  high  Fees 
to  Cuftom  Houfe  Officers,  to  delay  and  retard 
Navigation  •,  elpecialiy  when  the  Cargoes  may 
be  loaded  at  Creeks  perhaps  ten  or  twenty 
Miles  diilant  from  the  Cuftomhoufe,  they  often 
occafion  Veffels  to  ioie  their  Palfao-e,  or  come 
too  late  to  Market,  and  put  the  Shipmafters  to 
confiderable  Charges,  in  travelling  fo  far  to 
give  their  Securities,  and  to  Trouble,  in  find¬ 
ing  Bondirncn  to  join  them  *,  befides  the  great 
Trouble  and  Expence  that  is  incurred  after¬ 
wards,  by  procuring  Certificates, "  and  trans¬ 
mitting  them  to  the  different  Cuftomhoufes  for 
cancelling  the  Bonds. 

It  is  evident,  that  all  this  Charge  and  Trou¬ 
ble  may  be  confidered  as  a  needids  Burden  on 
carrying  the  Produce  of  the  Lands  of  Great 
Britain  to  Market. 

And  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  the  Cuf- 
tom  ot  taking  Bonds  and  Cockets  for  home 
C  orn  carried  coaflwife  would  have  been  abo- 
lifhed,  when  that  valuable  Law  was  made  for 
g  yirrg  Bounties  on  Corn  exported,  if  the  above 
Obfervations  had  then  occurred  to  the  Legifia- 
ture. 

If  it  fhould  (t  ern  hard  to  rifle  hurting  fo  va¬ 
luable  an  Object  as  the  Culture  of  Land  in 
Britain ,  by  fufpending,  even  at  fuch  a  JuhCt 
ture  as  tins  is,  the  Ducies  on  foreign  Corn  im- 
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imported  ;  why  allow  that  Land  to  continue 
loaded  with  a  I  ax  on  its  .Produce,  when  car¬ 
ried  coaftwife,  which  anfwers  no  good  Purpole, 
and  which  in  itfelf  is  oppreflive  and  abfurd  ? 

The  City  of  London  got  free  of  this  opprei- 
five  Cuftom,  by  Statute,  1  mo  Anna?,  cap.  26. 
for  the  whole  River  Thames,  and  the  Coaft  be¬ 
tween  the  Promontory  called  the  North-Fore¬ 
land  on  the  South,  and  the  Promontory  called 
the  Nafe  on  the  North. 

-  The  Preamble  of  this  Statute  declares  how- 
grievous  a  Thing  it  was  at  that  Time  ;  and 
that  the  Officers  taking  Cockets  and  Bonds,  and 
exading  Fees  for  the  fame,  was  oppreflive  and 
illegal. 

O  V 

Ought  not  therefore  the  whole  Kingdom  to  be 
freed  now  in  the  fame  Manner,  by  a  Claufe  in- 
ferted  in  the  Corn  Bill  now  depending,  D  E- 
C  L  A  R  1  N  G,  That,  for  the  futu  re,  Permits 
or  Tranfires  only  fhall  be  neceflary  for  Grain 
carried  coaftwife  from  one  Part  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Britain  to  another,  at  all  Times  while  that 
Commodity  may  be  lawfully  exported  upon 
Bounty,  or  without  Payment  of  Duties  ;  and 
that  while  Corn  is  prohibited  to  be  exported, 
as  at  prefent.  Bonds  and  Cockets  fhould  be 
exacted  as  formerly.  . 


G  2 


OBSERVA- 


c 


(  52  ) 

*YM*  MfV 

!t»Y>sJ»o  VeWVtX  dVe5£T/e5 

OBSERVATIONS 

ON  THE 

Prefent  High  Prices  of  CORN. 

O 

TTI  E  Crops  in  Britain  and  Ireland  in  the 
Year  1755  were  very  fcanty  *,  and  it  is 
certain,  that,  on  theApproach  of  the  laft  Harveft, 
which  proved  late,  ieldom,  in  the  Memory  of 
Man,  has  a  fmaller  Stock  of  old  Grain  been 
known  in  thefe  Iflands. 

7' he  laft  Seafon  of  1756,  from  its  Eeginning, 
was  extremely  unfavourable ;  Thoufands  of 
Acres  remained  unlown;  and  the  bad  Condition 
in  which  many  more  were  fown,  rendered  them 
uncapable  of  producing  a  good  Crop,  altho5 
favourable  Weather  had  followed.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  the  Weather  during  the  Spring,  Sum¬ 
mer  and  Harveft,  was  generally  unfavourable ; 
great  Quantities  of  Grain  perifhed  by  the  Rains 
and  Winds,  and  mod  of  what  remained  proved 
defective,  both  in  Quantity  and  Subftance,  by 
its  not  duly  ripening  *,  and,  whatever  People 
prejudiced  or  ignorant  ol  the  general  State  of 
thefe  Matters  may  affirm,  it  is  a  melancholy 
Truth,  that  the  Crops,  tho  middling,  or  even 
good,  for  feme  Kinds  of  Grain,  in  particular 
Counties,  have  at  no  Time,  during  thirty  Years 
pall,  thro*  Britain  and  Ireland ,  proved  more 
fcanty  upon  the  whole. 
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In  this  Situation,  it  is  the  Duty  of  every  one 
who  wifhes  well  to  his  Country,  to  fuggefl  all 
;reafonable  Methods  by  which  the  prefent  Exor¬ 
bitancy  in  the  Price  of  Grain  may  be  corrcdted, 
and  the  deftrudtive  Confequences  of  another 
backward  Seafon  or  bad  Crop  may  be  prevented. 
This  is  in  all  Refpe&s  the  more  neceflary,  as 
the  Effects  of  the  laft  bad  Seafon  have  been 
almoft  equally  felt  over  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  Northern  Continent  of  Europe ,  and  as  a 
Scarcity  in  any  one  Country  muft  necefTarily 
affect  the  Prices  of  Grain  in  every  neighbouring 
Country. 

The  Legiflature  has  wifely  prohibited  all 
Exportation  of  Grain ;  but  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  this  prudent  Precaution  will  of  itfelf 
be  fufficient  for  preventing  the  Calamities  which 
another  bad  Seafon  may  produce. 

Experience  has  fhewn,  that  the  Price  of  no 
fort  of  Grain  has  been  reduced  by  this  Meafure, 
though,  at  this  Time  of  the  Year,  Corn  is  ge¬ 
nerally  brought  moii  plentifully  by  the  Farmers 
to  Market.  This  alfo  affords  a  ftrong  Proof, 
that,  without  the  feafonable  Prohibition  of  Ex¬ 
port,  the  Prices  would  have  run  higher,  and 
that  there  is  a  real  Defedl  in  the  Quantity  of 
Corn  in  both  Iilands. 

To  prevent  the  Foreftalling  and  ingroffmg  of 
Corn,  efpecially  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  a 
great  City  or  Town,  where  the  Millers,  Bakers, 
Maltfters,  may  themfelves  purchafe  from 
the  Growers  diredtly,  and  take  off  all  the  Pro¬ 
duce,  is  moft  neceffiry,  and  ftridk  Attention 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  Execution  of  this 
Meafure  ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  how  far  the 
Prices  of  Grain  will  be  lowered,  by  renewing 

the 
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tJie  antient  Laws  againft  Foreftallers  and  Ingro £. 
fersr  in  their  full  Latitude  ^  and  many  are  of 
Opinion,  that  the  late  well  intended  Proclama¬ 
tion  has  rather  been  hurtful,  as  otherwife,  in 
that  RefpeCt. 

The  Counties  which  are  moft  populous,  and 
where  Manufactures  chiefly  flourifh  in  both 
Iflands,  generally  grow  lefs  Corn,  than  the 
other  Counties  left  populous  and  lefs  Manu¬ 
facturing.  Thus  many  Countries  on  the  Eaft 
Coaft  generally  fupply  others  on  their  own  Side, 
but  particularly  the  Weil  Coaft  of  the  Ifland, 
evert  in  Times  of  Plenty. 

It  is  natural,  and  indeed  realonable,  at  firft 
View,  fpr  People  to  think,  that  in  Times  of 
Scarcity  tliere  iliouid  be  no  Interpolation,  if  pof- 
ftble,  between  the  Grower  and  the  Confumer, 
or  at  leaft  the  Manufacturer  of  Grain  ;  but  this, 
in  faCt,  is  generally  impracticable,  unlefs  fo 
far  as  the  Produce  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  a 
great  City  or  Town  will  gor 

The  Corn  therefore  neceffary  for  fapplying 
diftant  Places  or  Counties  has  always,  and  ge¬ 
nerally  mult  be  bought  and  tran (ported  to  the 
Places  where  the  Demand  is,  by  Merchants,  or 
others  of  Subilance.  and  Knowledge  in  that 
Branch  of  Buflnefs. 

It  is  obvious  the  Growers  and  Manufacturers 
of  Grain,  and  far  lefs  the  Canfumers,  cannot 
engage  in  ftich  Purchafes  and  Transportation  of 
Corn  to  or  from  diftant  Places.  It  is  alfo  ob¬ 
vious,  that  the  Contractors  for  the  Sale  of  fuch 
Corn,  or  die  Agents  who  may  be  employed  for 
the  Pure  ha fe  of  it  in  the  growing  Counties, 
rnuft  coiled  great  Quantities  at  different  places, 
until  Opportunities  of  Shipping  can  be  obtained 

for 
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for  carrying  it  off;  and  this  Pra&ice,  however 
neceflfary  for  the  Supply  of  diftant  Places  of  the 
island,  comes  under  the  Letter  of  the  old  Sta¬ 
tutes  againft  foreftalling  and  ingroffing  of  Com. 

This  is  more  particularly  fo  in  the  Cafe  of 
Oats  or  Oat- Meal,  which  by  the  Statute  Ch.  n. 
Chap.  1 5.  cannot  be  bought  without  Licences, 
&V.  when  Oats  are  above  13  s.  4d.  per  Quarter. 
Now,  as  this  Price  bears  no  Proportion  to  that 
of  other  Grain  mentioned  in  that  Adr,  the  Re¬ 
gulation  is  hurtful  in  many  Parts  of  •  the  Ifland, 
efpecially  thofe  the  mod  remote  from  the  Capi¬ 
tal  •,  and  it  is  inconceivable,  how  Etch  a  Dif- 
proportion  fliould  have  been  eftablifhed  between 
the  Price  of  Oats  and  other  Grain  in  that  Aft. 

The  Confequence  of  the  late  Proclamation 
has  been,  in  many  growing  or  fhipping  Coun¬ 
ties,  to  make  the  common  People  riotous,  and 
to  prevent  the  buying  or  fliipping  of  Corn  even 
in  fuch  Quarters  of  the  Country  where  it  can  be 
fpared,  and  where  the  Prices  are  moderate. 
It  being  natural  for  the  common  People,  in 
fuch  Times,  to  wifh  for  Corn  ftill  cheaper,  and 
to  prevent  any  Thing  being  Shipped  or  going' 
out  of  their  Bounds,  especially  if  the  Letter 

of  the  Law  gives  the  leaft  Countenance  to  fuch 
a  Procedure. 

The  Erred:  of  this  is,  immediately  to  Slop 
all  Purchafes,  and  to  diftrefs  the  diftant  and 
populous  Places,  which  depend  on  their  Sup¬ 
plies  Coaft-ways,  even  in  Time  of  Plenty. 
Many  fuch  Places  are  in  the  Kingdom,  which 
might  be  enumerated  it  the  Faff  were  not  well 
known  •,  and  they  begin  already  to  feel  this  In- 
conveniency,  it  having  gone  to  fuch  a  Height,' 
that  the  1  ranfportation  ot  Corn  from  one 

Place 
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Place  to  another  at  the  Diftance  of  a  few  Miles 
to  and  even  from  the  Sea-Coaft,  has  been  vio¬ 
lently  interrupted  by  the  Populace. 

Dr.  Davenant ,  a  judicious  Writer,  has  ob- 
lerved  fifty  Years  ago.  That  a  Review  of  our 
antient  lLaws  concerning  Corn  was  neceffary, 
for  they  were  in  no  ways  fuited  to  the  State  of 
the  Kingdom,  Increafe  of  People,  and  other 
Circumftances  of  the  then  Times.  The  Obfer- 
vation  will  more  forcibly  apply  to  the  prefent 
Times. 

This  Author’s  Thoughts  on  this  Subjeft  are 
worthy  of  Perufal  at  prefent,  as  he  points  out 
fome  Methods  for  preventing  Dearths  for  the 
future,  though  not  indeed  applicable  in  a  fcarce 
Year.  He  expofes  in  the  cleareft  Light  the  fa¬ 
tal  Confequences  of  a  Dearth,  efpecially  to  a 
Trading  Nation  ;  fuch  Confequences  indeed  as 
he  mentions  are  not  to  be  dreaded  in  our 
Times.  Our  Agriculture  has  been  fo  im- 
menfely  improved  by  the  wife  Inftitutions  of 
Bounties  on  Corn  exported  ;  Commerce  is  more 
praftifed  and  better  underflood  •,  and  it  may 
alfo  be  reafcnably  fuppofed,  that  our  Merchants 
having  both  more  Knowledge  and  Capital  than 
in  former  Times,  will,  by  Importations  from 
one  Quarter  of  the  World  or  another,  always 
prevent  a  Scarcity  from  becoming  intolerable. 

But  whatever  is  done  by  the  Legiflature  for 
regulating  the  Inland  Commerce  of  Corn,  if 
no  other  Meafures  are  taken,  it  will  be  only 
fettering  the  Wound,  and  in  no  fort  remove  the 
growing  Evil  j  it  may  indeed  make  Corn  cheap¬ 
er  for  a  Time  in  fuch  Counties  where  it  can  be 
fpared,  and  where  it  is  already  moderate,  but 
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it  Will  doubly  diftrefs  the  diftant  arid 
fafturing  Places. 

Quantity  is  wanted  ;  and  nothing  but  an  ad¬ 
ditional  Quantity  brought  to  Market  can  ef¬ 
fectuate  the  good  End  propofed,  and  enable  the 
Poor  to  purchafe  at  an  ealy  Rate. 

This  may  be  done  in  two  Ways  ;  and  both 
will  be  necelTary  at  prefent  •,  firft,  by  prohibi¬ 
ting  for  a  limited  Time  the  Diftillery  from 
Wheat  in  Britain ,  which  will  add  immenfely  to 
the  Quantity  for  Bread  *,  and,  fecondly,  by 
fufpending  the  Duties  on  all  Corn  that  may  be 
imported,  at  leaft  for  fome  Months,  or  while 
the  Prices  keep  high  at  Home. 

As  to  the  firft,  without  entering  into  the 
Arguments  for  or  againft  Diftillery  in  general, 
it  feems  natural  and  ablolutely  necelTary  to  pro¬ 
hibit  Diftillers  the  Ule  of  Wheat,  at  leaft  for 
a  Time  ;  if  that  be  true  which  is  afterted  with 
great  Appearance  of  Reafon,  that  half  the 
Wheat  that  comes  to  the  Market  of  London  at 
prefent  is  bought  by  Diftillers  *,  that  more  of 
that  Grain  is  confurried  by  them  alone  within 
England  in  a  Year  than  would  maintain  500,006 
Perfons  *,  or  than  the  whole  Quantity  of  Wheat 
which  is  confumed  in  this  Ifland  northward  of 
Tork.  Certainly  the  faving  fuch  a  Quantity  of 
Corn  at  this  Juncture  is  very  ddirable  and  ne- 
celfary. 

As  to  any  Encroachment  on  the  Revenue 
thereby,  without  queftion,  in  our  prefent  Situa¬ 
tion,  that  is  a  tender  Point ;  but  it  is  fuppofed 
the  Wheat  l'o  ufed  pays  little  if  any  Thing  of 
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^  The  Obfervator  was  greatly  impofed  on  in  this ;  I  am 
credibly  informed  they  never  ufed  near  one  fixth  Part  of  a 
Quantity  fwmcieat  %  that  Puipole, 
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the  Malt  Fax,  and  any  Deficiency  f  fuftained 
thereby  may  be  more  than  compenfated  by  the 
Increafe  of  Duties  on  Spirits  made  from  Barley- 
Malt,  by  the  faving  of  the  whole  Bounties  on 
Co,  n  and  Malt  exported  this  Year,  and  by  the 
addition  al  Duties -f  on  foreign  and  American  Spi¬ 
rits  that  may  be  imported  to  fupply  the  Want 
of  our  own  made  from  Wheat. 

As  to  the  fecond  Part,  viz.  The  encouraging 
of  Importations  from  abroad,  there  is  no  doubt, 
if  we  are  not  too  dilatory  in  our  Refolutions, 
but  we  can  have  Corn  from  America ,  the 
Southern  Parts  of  Europe ,  Barbary ,  and  pofti- 
bly  fome  Places  nearer  Home.  But  the  pre¬ 
heat  Duties  on  mo  ft  Grain,  efpecially  Wheat, 
Rye,  and  Peafe,  are  in  effedl  equal  to  a  Prohi¬ 
bition.  The  Duty  on  Oats  is  indeed  low,  but 
it  would  ftill  be  a  fufficient  Profit  to  the  Import¬ 
er,  and  confequently  an  Encouragement  to 
bring  them  into  the  Kingdom, 

Yvhy  then  may  not  all  Duties  on  Corn  im¬ 
ported ‘be  ful pended  for  fome  Months,  until  the 
Appearance  of  next  Crop  be  feen,  or  until 
Prices  at  home  become,  moderate  ?  The  Intereft 


of  the  public  Revenue  'will  not  be  affe&ed  by 
this,  it  being, indeed  our  Happinefs,  that, r  far 
nineteen  years  in  twenty,  theie  Duties  produce 
little  or  nothing:  And  as  to  any  Objections 
from  the  Landholders  and  Farmers,  '  of  the 
Dealers  in  borne  Corn,  whole  Gains  may  be 
leflened  by  this  Meal u re,  they  ought  to  be 
Oil  regarded  at  a  I  ime  when  the  Condition  of 
the  Poor  is  fo  diftrefsful. 

If  thefe  Methods  are  purfued,  large  additional 
Quantities  will  come  to  Market.  I  lie  very 
Appiehenfion  of  a  fee  Import  of  foreign  Grain, 
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or  the  Appearance  of  a  few  Cargoes  thereof  in 
our  Ports,  will  induce  all  the  Hoarders  of 
Home-Grain,  whether  Farmers  or  Dealers,  to 
bring  it  out  to  Market,  and  the  Prices  will  of 

courfe  be  lowered  for  the  Poor. 

QUANTITY,  and  that  alone  can  frultrate 
all  Attempts  to  ingrofs  or  foreftall.  If  there 
be  a  good  Crop,  or  a  proper  Quantity  of  Grain, 
either  at  home  or  from  abroad,  to  be  got  for 
the  Market,  no  Art  or  Scheme  can  inhance  the 
Price  of  Grain,  whatever  fpeculative  Perfons 
may  fancy  to  themfelves-,  and  ii  there  be  a  bad 
Crop,  and  the  Quantities  of  Grain  be  fcanty, 
no  Art  or  Regulation  of  Government  will  keep 
the  Prices  low. 

Thefe  Methods  will,  it  is  hoped,  ferve  our 
Purpofe,  if  the  next  Seafon  fhould  prove  early 
and  favourable ;  but  if  thefe  Methods  fhould 
fail,  or  the  Seafon  in  any  degree  appear  back¬ 
ward,  a  total  Prohibition  of  Diftiliery,  and 
perhaps  even  of  Malting,  may  be  neceffary. 
But  it  would  feem  that  a  fmall  Bounty  upon  all 
Corn  imported  for  a  limited  Time,  over  and 
above  the  Sufpenlion  of  the  Duties,  might  an- 
fwer  the  end  better,  and  with  lefs  real  Lofs  or 
Inconvenience  to  the  Revenue  or  Kingdom. 

Thefe  two  Papers  appear  to  have  been  print¬ 
ed  about  a  Year,  and’  are  here  copied  exaftly, 
except  the  Quotation  out  of  15  Car.  11.  in  the 
firft,  which  is  copied  irom  the  Statute. 
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